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Tree Planting at Sussex Downs College

As part of the Green Week initiative at Sussex Downs College, students on the
Access Course to Higher Education organised a tree planting ceremony at the Lewes
campus on Friday 24 April. Two sites near Caburn House on the campus had been
identified for the planting.

The Green Week helps put environmental issues at the top of the college agenda. A
speech by green coordinator, Alison Plaumer prompted the students to vote on a
green project they wanted to focus on. The trees - eucalyptus, hornbeam, weeping
willow, mountain ash and an oak, were donated to the college by local residents
while the plague was made by student James Spooner from reclaimed oak.

Student Tom Kirby, who is also a gardener advised the group on the most suitable
trees to grow and planting techniques to ensure the trees survive.

Alison Plaumer, Green Coordinator for Sussex Downs College said: "We like trees
around us because they make life more pleasant, but they are also important in
terms of looking after our environment. Trees alter the environment in which we live
by moderating climate, improving air quality, conserving water, and harbouring
wildlife."

The Access Course prepares students for degree level study at university as an
alternative to A levels. Many people who come on to the Access course feel they
have not previously fulfilled their potential at school or college. They want new
knowledge, and feel that the time is right to try studying again. They may have
spent a period in unsatisfying work, or may have been at home looking after
children and now they are looking for a new direction. Study on Access courses at
Sussex Downs College provides students with the support and inspiration they need
to progress and fulfil their academic ambitions.
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