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Sussex Downs College is divided into learning 
communities of which three are sixth form colleges: 
Lewes 6th Form College, Eastbourne Vocational College 
and Park College.

Heads of College are responsible for all students and staff  
within their learning communities. They report to the 
Deputy Principal, Curriculum and Skills, Wayne Wright, a 
member of the College Executive Team. 

Sussex Downs College was praised by Ofsted in 2007 for 
its high success rates, excellent and fl exible curriculum 
and outstanding leadership and management.

In 2008 the College was awarded Learning and Skills 
Beacon Status by the Government. Beacon Status 
recognises Sussex Downs College is as an education 
‘exemplar’ leading on high quality further education.
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Where do you start?

It is important to think carefully about 

what you want to study at Sussex Downs 

College.  We want you to enjoy your time 

at college, to work hard and achieve your 

goals, and to be able to move on to the 

career or higher education course of your 

choice.

• The best place to start is to think about what 
you are good at and what you enjoy doing.

• If you have any career ideas, have you 
researched the subjects or courses you need 
to study to achieve your goals?

• How do you prefer to learn?  Are you OK with 
exams or do you prefer to be assessed on your 
coursework?

• Do you think that you want to study an 
academic programme or do you prefer more 
practical, hands on study? 

• Do you want to do a full time college 
course or would you prefer to do an 
apprenticeship?  Remember, if you want to 
do an apprenticeship you will need to fi nd an 
employer prepared to employ you.

• Where do you want to study?  Do you prefer 
to study locally, or are you ready to travel 
a bit further to fi nd what is right for you?  
Remember if you choose to travel, you will 
have to consider the time and cost.

What can I study at Sussex Downs College?
Useful information for Year 11 Students, Parents and Carers

When you have considered these points and have some 
ideas about the type of study that might suit you best, 
you need to look at the level that you will be able to 
study at college.  

This will depend on 
your GCSE results.

The chart on the next page, titled ‘Choosing your 

course-moving through the levels’, shows predicted 
grades and the level of programme you can study with 
them. It also shows how you can progress through the 
levels at college. Which level is the closest match to your 
predicted grades?  

REMEMBER, whatever you choose to study at college, 
you should to do the very best you can in your exams 
at school; your English and Maths are particularly 
important. Your results determine the level that you start 
studying at college, and they are also important when 
you move on to employment or University.

What subjects?

When you have an idea of the type of programme 
you are looking for, and the level that you can study 
with your predicted grades, please look through 

this prospectus which gives you a fl avour of 

the courses off ered here, however for more 

up to date course information at Eastbourne 

Vocational College, Lewes 6th Form College and 

Park College please refer to our website.

It can be a bit diffi  cult to know where to start. Have 
a good look at what is available, and if you are still 
unsure when you have read all of this, you might 
want to speak to the staff  at your school, or you can 
tick the guidance box on your college application 
form for an interview with a Guidance Adviser.



Foundation Learning - 

Entry and Level 1

What entry grades do I need?

If you are predicted mostly E-G 
grades at GCSE, or if you are not 
taking GCSEs then you should look 
for courses at  Entry and Level 1. 

• Selection is by interview for most 
entry and Level 1 courses

• Some Level 1 courses will also 
require four GCSEs at E or above, 
(usually including English 
and Maths) or an equivalent 
qualifi cation

• If you look for the Entry and 
Level 1 courses in the prospectus 
you will see the actual 
requirements on the page.

What can I study?

• You can study a range of Entry 
Level courses that will develop 
independence, improve basic 
skills and allow you to sample 
vocational options

• At Level 1 you can study 
qualifi cations that include craft 
awards, BTEC Introductory 
Diiplomas  and Functional Skills.

What can I do next?

• Students would normally move 

from Entry to Level 1, and then 

on to Level 2 programmes

• An Apprenticeship – 

employment with training (for 

this route you will need a job)

Level 2

What entry grades do I need?

If you are predicted mostly D and 
above at GCSE, including English 
and Maths you should look for the 
courses at Level 2.

Entry is normally based on:

• Four GCSEs at D or above in 
a mix of diff erent subjects 
and this would usually 
include English and Maths, or 
Functional Skills Level 2

• A relevant vocational 
qualifi cation at Merit (with 
English and Maths GCSE or 
Functional skills as above)

• Individual subjects/courses 
may have additional 
requirements.

What can I study?

• At Level 2 you can study 
from a range of qualifi cations 
including GCSEs, BTEC Level 
2 qualifi cations, NVQs, VRQs,  
City and Guilds, Technical 
Certifi cates and Functional 
Skills.

What can I do next?

• Move along the pathway to a 

full time Level 3 qualifi cation

• An Advanced Apprenticeship 

- employment with training 

(for this route you will need 

a job)

• Full time employment

Level 3

What entry grades do I need?

GCSEs at A*-C including English 
and Maths. Look for courses at 
Level 3.  

• For A Levels and mixed 
programmes (A Level/BTEC) 
you will need a minimum of                                                       
6 x GCSEs A*-C including 
English and Maths. Many 
subjects require B as a 
minimum.

• For Level 3 Vocational 
programmes the minimum 
qualifi cations required are        
5 x GCSEs A*-C or equivalent 
vocational  qualifi cations at 
Merit and Distinction, plus at 
least two additional GCSEs at 
C or above usually in English 
and Maths.

What can I study?

• At Level 3 we off er a wide 
range of AS/A Levels, Level 3 
BTEC qualifi cations, Extended 
Project Qualifi cations, NVQs 
and VRQs.   

What can I do next?

• A degree course at University 

or a foundation degree 

course at Sussex Downs 

College

• An Advanced Apprenticeship 

– employment with training 

(for this route you will need 

a job)

• Full time employment

As well as the general entry criteria, many subjects / programmes require specifi c grades in relevant subjects.    
This information is provided in this prospectus. For full course details please look on our website:
www.sussexdowns.ac.uk.

Choosing your course - moving through the levels
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Frequently asked questionsFrequently asked questions
I want to do an A Level programme, but things 
haven’t gone as planned this year and I may not 
achieve  the GCSE grades I need, can I re-take my 
GCSEs? 

Yes you can.  As long as you are going to 
achieve mostly D grades and above you can 
do a one year GCSE programme at Lewes or 
Park, which can also include a Level 2 BTEC 

qualifi cation.  If you achieve a mix of C and D 
grades, including English and Maths, you may 

also be able to do an AS Level with your GCSEs.

I have a visual impairment and I need the 
support of a signer at school. Will this continue 
at Sussex Downs College?

Yes, someone from our Learning Support team 
will be in touch before you start college. Please 

make sure that you let us know when you put in 
your college application form. 

I want to learn a trade, but they seem to start 
at Level 1 or Level 2 and, according to my 
predicted grades, I can study at Level 3. Does 
this mean that my GCSEs aren’t important?    

No, it is always important to do the best you 
can in your GCSEs. If you are learning a trade 

you will need to start at the beginning, but 
in some areas it is possible to ‘fast track’ with 

GCSEs at C and above.  

I get some help with my learning at school, and 
I am not taking any GCSEs but I am doing some 
vocational qualifi cations. Can I still come to 
Sussex Downs College?    

Yes, the College off ers a range of foundation 
learning programmes, and these will be 

discussed at your college interview.

I am predicted mostly As and Bs at GCSE and I want to do 
A Levels at Sussex Downs College, how many subjects can 
I take?

Students would usually study 4 X AS levels in the fi rst year, 
and then take three of those to A2 in the second year.

I fi nd exams hard, I am more of a ‘hands on’ person 
and I would prefer to do a practical course at college.                        
I am doing a couple of GCSEs at school, as well as some 
vocational qualifi cations, and I am predicted an E in my 
English.  What can I do?

There are a range of Level 1 vocational courses that you 
can look at, depending on your interests and career aims.  
You may like to try our Explorer course, this gives you the 

opportunity to try a few diff erent vocational areas.

All students on our Level 1 programmes also do Functional 
Skills in English and Maths. These are important to help 

you progress, and vital for a job in the future

I am predicted to get A* - Cs in my GCSEs. I know what 
type of career I am interested in and I would prefer to do 
the vocational BTEC course.  Can I still go to university if 
I do a vocational course, or do I have to do A Levels?

A BTEC Extended Diploma is equivalent to three A Levels, 
and with this you can go to University. You may start 
your course on a subsidiary diploma in the fi rst year, 

and move on to the diploma in the second year to 
complete the full qualifi cation.  Depending on the 

programme, some students choose to do an A Level 
alongside of their BTEC. 

The information below should help you 
decide what kind of course you would 
like to study, however if your question 
is not covered here please contact our 
Admissions Team 01273 402205.
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If you want to earn money when you leave 
school, but don’t have the skills you need yet, 
look no further than Sussex Downs College, 
Employer Training.

We have a range of Apprenticeship programmes 
available in a variety of professions. 
Apprenticeships are training schemes for 
those who would like to achieve a qualifi cation 
while working. You will learn in the workplace, 
building up knowledge and skills – and as your 
employer pays your wages, you will be earning 
money at the same time!

Some of the apprenticeship courses below are 
based and delivered entirely in the workplace, 
these are presented in ‘italics’. The other courses 
off er regular sessions at the College, in our 
purpose built facilities, helping you to gain 
further skills.

Employer Training

Courses available include:

• Bricklaying Apprenticeship

• Business and Administration Apprenticeship
• Carpentry and Joinery Apprenticeship

• Children and Young Peoples Workforce 
Apprenticeship

• Construction Operations Apprenticeship

• Creative Apprenticeships
• Customer Service Apprenticeship
• Distribution and Warehousing Apprenticeship
• Electro-Technical Apprenticeship (in partnership 

with JTL)
• Food and Beverage Service Apprenticeship
• Food Production and Cooking Apprenticeship
• Front of House / Reception Apprenticeship
• Hairdressing Apprenticeship

• Hospitality Services Apprenticeship
• Hospitality Supervision and Leadership 

Apprenticeship
• Housekeeping Apprenticeship
• Health and Social Care Apprenticeship
• Highway Maintenance (Excavation Operations) 

Apprenticeship

• Kitchen Services Apprenticeship
• Motor Vehicle Body Repair and Paint 

Operations Apprenticeship

• Painting and Decorating Apprenticeship

• Plumbing Apprenticeship

• Professional Cookery Apprenticeship
• Retail Skills Apprenticeship
• Team Leading and Management  

Apprenticeship

Bradley Green (17) from Seaford is 

taking a Carpentry Apprenticeship with 

Sussex Downs College. 

The former Peacehaven Community School 
student, who works at Brian Huntly Builders 
and Decorators says:
“My apprenticeship will give  
me a great start to my career 
and will provide me with a 
solid background to enable 
me to progress both at 
   college and at work.” For full details of our apprenticeship courses  

visit our website:

www.sussexdowns.ac.uk 
or call 08452 302 007

Earn while you Learn
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Student Success Stories

Nicola Boniface
Park College

Nicola Boniface will be 

representing Great Britain 

in the Youth Sailing World 

Championship later this year.

Nicola (17) from Polegate, is 
a former Willingdon School 
student who is now studying 
A Level human biology, 
geography, physical education 
and higher sports leader award at 
Park College on the Eastbourne 
campus.

This will be Nicola’s third 
consecutive ISAF Youth Sailing 
World Championship, which this 
year takes place in Croatia.

Nicola said: “Our training leading 
up the Championships is going 
to be full on, we will be extremely 
focussed. It is very exciting. I would 
like to represent Great Britain at 
the 2012 Games. At the moment 
my ambition is for a medal at the 
ISAF Youth World Championships.”

Antoine Coevoet (17) a former 

Tideway School student now 

at EVoC took gold in the 

South East regional heat of 

Skillbuild 2011 in the new 

entrant brickwork category.

He was marked on a range 
of skills including following 

detailed instructions, producing 
accurate fi nished work, being 

economical with materials and 
working to strict timescales.

Gillian Cain, Regional Delivery 
Manager for CITB-Construction 

Skills South East said: “SkillBuild 
provides the perfect platform 

to demonstrate the enormous 
talent we have in the industry, 

helping to showcase the 
professionalism of our brightest 
recruits and industry as a whole.  
Antoine is an excellent example of 
the benefi ts a talented trainee can 

bring to a business.”

Antoine Coevoet   
Eastbourne Vocational College

Hannah McCloy  
Lewes 6th Form College

Uckfi eld based student 

Hannah McCloy (19), a 

former Uckfi eld Community 

Technology College student 

won fi rst place in the regional 

advanced beauty therapy 

competition held recently at 

the West Thames College.

Hannah attended Lewes 6th 
Form College studying a NVQ 
Level 3 in beauty therapy.

Janine Farr-Bailey, College 
Manager for the Hair and Beauty 
department, said: “This is a huge 
achievement for Hannah. 
My congratulations and best 
wishes.”

Hannah has started working 
at Alexander House Hotel and 
Utopia Spa in East Grinstead, 
Sussex.

To read about students from YOUR school who are now at Sussex Downs College 

please visit our website www.sussexdowns.ac.uk and follow us on facebook/sussexdowns
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Reasons to study at 
Lewes 6th Form College

• We have an excellent academic record.

• Each year our students are accepted at    

prestigious universities.

• We provide specialist facilities in Performing 

Arts, Hair and Beauty, Music, Science and 

iMedia as well as others.

• You will have access to our Learning Centre.

• You can take part in a variety of extracurricular 

activities.

• We have refurbished our common areas,  

which students can use between classes.

• We provide you with the opportunity to 

progress onto our University Level courses 

off ered in partnership with The University  

of Brighton.

• Our campus is easy to get to by bus or by train.

• You can earn while you learn if you decide to 

choose one of our many Apprenticeships.

• Your wellbeing is our priority. Visit: http://

www.sussexdowns.ac.uk/collegelife/welfare/

esm for more information on Every Student 

Matters.    

• You will receive your own unique Sussex 

Downs College email account.

• You will have access to our online learning  

portal iLearn.

• FREE access to WiFi across the campus.
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About Lewes 6th Form College

Lewes 6th Form College is a successful place to 

study, learn and achieve. It is a college with a 

culture of learning but with a human side as well. 

When students are asked why they came to Lewes 

the answers are nearly always the same, because 

of the excellent courses, our good teaching and 

results record plus the friendly atmosphere.

We off er traditional A Levels, Diplomas, GCSEs as

   well as vocational and skills courses at a number

       of levels. 
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Please follow the guide below to help us process 
your application.
1. It is important that you complete the form as 

fully as possible to avoid delays in processing 
your application.

2. Ensure you sign and date the form.
3. If you will be under 18 at the start of your 

course, please ensure that your parent/guardian 
signs and dates the form.

4. Hand the reference form to your current/
previous school or college for completion.

5. Hand in the completed application form to 
your current school as soon as possible (some 
schools will ask you to send it directly to us).

Section 1 Personal Details

• Please complete this section carefully. If you 
change your current address, telephone 
number or email, please let us know so we can 
amend our records.

• Ensure you let us know if you have been 
resident in the UK/EU for the past 3 years, if not, 
please let us know where you have lived.

Section 2 School/College or Employer

• Let us know which school or college you are 
currently or were previously attending.

• If you are over 19, please fi ll in your employer 
details.

Section 3 Ethnic Origin

• This information is required by the Young 
People’s Learning Agency and the Skills Funding 
Agency for monitoring purposes.

Completing your application
Section 4 Learning Support Requirements

• We are committed to meeting the needs of people 
who are disabled or who have learning diffi  culties. 
Please let us know if you need additional support 
by ticking the appropriate box and we will send 
you a Support Needs Questionnaire for your 
completion and return.

Section 5 Course Choices/Campus

• If you are applying to more than one campus, 
please indicate your order of preference. This 
information is for statistical purposes only

• You do not have to fi ll in all boxes!
• If you are applying for an apprenticeship, please 

indicate if you have an employer who is willing to 
take you on as an apprentice.

• If you would like some help choosing your course 
please tick the box for a guidance session.

Courses at Lewes 6th Form College
If you are applying for a mixed programme at Lewes, 
you will not normally be interviewed for each subject. 
Most applicants will have one interview during which 
their whole programme of study will be discussed. 
If you are unsure about one of your subject choices, 
put this one fi rst; we can then try to arrange for you 
be interviewed by a teacher from that subject area, 
so you can receive more information. Please note that 
some courses require you to attend an audition and/or 
assessment as part of the interview process and some 
will require you to bring a portfolio.

Courses at EVoC and Park College
If you are applying for a Vocational course at EVoC and a 
GCSE or A Level programme at Park, you WILL have two 
interviews. 

12
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Every Student Matters (ESM) is the 
College’s promise to make sure that 

you get the support you need to stay 
safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve, 

make a positive contribution, and 
achieve economic well-being.

Sussex Downs College is also 
committed to Equality and Diversity 

and to ensuring that diff erences 
between all of its students and staff  

are respected.

We value all of our students and staff  
and are opposed to any harassment 

or discrimination arising from race 
or nationality, gender, sexuality, 

age, disability, religion, faith or 
social background. We challenge 

inappropriate behaviour and 
attitudes and take positive action to 

promote good relations and prevent 
inequality.

No Smoking: Please note that 
Sussex Downs College sites are 

restricted smoking campuses.

Every Student Matters
SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE

Student Welfare
 

Section 6 Career Plans, other interests   

and experiences

• These sections will enable us to ensure that the 
programme you are considering meets your career 
aims and will help us to assess your application.

Section 7 Qualifi cations

• Please complete this section as fully as possible. Make 
sure you include ALL the examination subjects you are 
currently taking, together with the level (e.g. higher, 
intermediate or foundation) and exam board if known 
and subjects you have already taken.

• Please include your predicted grades and if you have 
already taken any exams, include the grade achieved.

Section 8 Criminal Convictions 

• We aim to create a safe environment for all those 
who use the college.  We therefore need to 
know if you have any relevant unspent criminal 
convictions.  Convictions that are spent (as defi ned 
by the Rehabilitation of Off enders Act 1974) are not 
considered to be relevant unless the application is 
for a course in teaching, health, social work, sport, 
childcare or involving work with children or vulnerable 
adults.  In these case applicants must disclose any 
criminal convictions, cautions (including verbal 
cautions) and bind over orders, including spent 
convictions. 

Section 9 Privacy Notice 2011/12

• Please read this section carefully.
• Tick the boxes if you wish to be excluded from 

mailings or contact.

Section 10 Signature

• Ensure you sign and date the application form.
• If you will be under 18 at the start of your course,     

please also ensure that your parent / guardian signs      
the application form as well.

• Application forms are available through the College,  
at your school and can be downloaded from              
our website.



14

Learner Voice at Sussex Downs College 
“Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may remember; 
involve me and I’ll understand.”
Sussex Downs College believes that all students 

should be able to play an active role in college 

life. We want you to help us to make the right 

decisions about a number of things from 

teaching and learning through to life on the 

College campus. Here are some of the ways that 

you can get involved: 

Student Union Committee: Any student can apply to become 
a member of the Student Union Committee. The committee is 
made up of a number of posts which best refl ect the student 
community and what it wants. Elections are held once a year 
with committee members voted in by other students. The 
Student Union Committee works together as a team to make 
sure the interests and views of their fellow students are well 
represented and to encourage all students to play a part in the 
many Student Union and Student Voice activities.  

Student Governors: This is an opportunity to become a 
spokesperson for the student community and work with the 
College Governors. The Governors play an active, challenging 
and signifi cant part in developing the mission, direction and 
the educational character of the College. The role off ers a real 
opportunity to infl uence the way the College is run and help 
bring about change. 

Tutor Group Reps: Tutor group reps play a vital part in Learner 
Voice. Each tutor group has a representative who works closely 
with the Student Union Committee and Campus Council to 
make sure the views of their tutor group are represented. A 
tutor rep will spend time in tutorials gathering feedback from 
their group and encouraging fellow students to participate in 
Student Union activities and events.

Student Conference:  Each year Sussex Downs College holds a 
themed Student Conference to bring together students from 
around the College. 

Teaching and Learning: Throughout the year there will be a 
number of opportunities for you to talk about Teaching and 
Learning and provide the College with important feedback. 
Every student will have an opportunity to talk about the 
quality of their learning experience and help us to ensure that 
you achieve your targets. 

Student Surveys: You will be given the opportunity to 
complete a survey at various points during the year asking for 
feedback on a range of issues on Teaching and Learning and 
college life. We will keep you informed of what we have done 
through our website, information on LCD screens in common 
rooms and notice boards.

Student Support: We want students at Sussex Downs College 
to feel fully supported from the start to the completion of their 
time here.  We are committed to helping you to:

• be healthy 
• stay safe 
• enjoy and achieve 
• make a positive contribution and 
• achieve economic well- being. 

All staff  are involved, including Personal Tutors, and our two 
Student Liaison offi  cers:

• Kitty Tucker - Cliff e Building, Lewes 
• Chris Howarth - Tyler Building, Eastbourne

Personal Tutor Support: Talk to your tutor fi rst if you are 
having problems with any issues at the College. They will know 
what support will help you to do well at college and after 
college too. 

Counselling: Emotional or personal problems can make it 
diffi  cult to concentrate and get on with your work.  It may be 
helpful to talk things through with one of our qualifi ed and 
experienced counsellors.  The service is free and you can make 
your own appointment or ask a tutor to make one for you. 
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Sports, clubs and events: We also run sports and enrichment 
classes, similar to after school clubs, to help you get fi t and be 
more active. There are lots of clubs and activities at the College, 
which you can sign up for. Talk to your tutor to fi nd out what 
options are available at your campus. 

Healthy eating and living: The College canteens provide 
healthy options so that you can eat well and stay healthy. 
Sussex Downs College runs counselling and sexual health 
services on our main campuses. There is often advice and 
information given by people outside the College. 

Harassment (or Bullying): Sussex Downs College expects all 
college members, students and staff , to treat each other with 
courtesy and respect. We seek to provide a safe and civilised 
learning environment where students and staff  can enjoy 
and achieve. If you feel that you are being harassed by fellow 
students, or by members of staff , please report this to your 
Personal Tutor. This applies equally where computers or mobile 
phones are used to harass or humiliate others. The report will 
be treated as confi dential but the College will work to bring 
such behaviour to an end. 

Student ID Cards: All full time students and many part time 
students will receive a student photo ID card at the start of 
their course. You must carry this card at all times while on 

the College premises and show the card whenever asked 

to do so by a member of staff . This is for safety and security 
reasons. If you refuse to show your card or identify yourself you 
could be asked to leave the College premises. Please look after 
your card – there is a small replacement charge if you lose it. 

Student Executive: The Student Council is a great way to get 
involved and do something positive. They make all sorts of 
decisions on student welfare, events, and even the ways you 
are taught! There are elections once a year and anyone can stand. 

Equality and Diversity- All Diff erent, All Equal at Sussex 

Downs College: Sussex Downs College is committed to the 
equality and diversity of all its students, staff  and service users. 
We embrace, celebrate and promote the diversity of all and 
guarantee fair treatment, a safe environment, respect and 
support for all.

Environmental Awareness: The College also holds Green 
Travel days several times a year. These events raise awareness 
of green issues, such as reducing your carbon footprint and 
recycling. 

Access for All - Removing Barriers for Disabled Students: 
Sussex Downs College is committed to taking positive action 
to remove barriers to success for all students, particularly those 
who are disabled. Whether you are considering joining this 
college, or have already enrolled, we would urge you to tell 
us if you are disabled and have access needs, so that we can 
support you eff ectively and ensure that we are meeting our 
responsibilities to you. 

Please do not hesitate to let us know if there is anything we can 
do to make your life in college easier. We will always listen and do 
whatever we reasonably can to meet your needs. 

Learner Support: Learning Support is provided for students 
who have learning diffi  culties or disabilities. Every year some 
students need additional help with skills such as literacy, 
numeracy or study skills. Learning Support is provided, 
through a variety of methods which is agreed between the 
student, Personal Tutor and the Learning Support team. 

Support is off ered where appropriate to help you to achieve 
your qualifi cation and progress and it is important that you take 
advantage of this resource  if you are entitled to it.

If you think we can help, please contact us:

Lewes Campus (01273) 402412
Eastbourne Campus (01323) 637258  



**There maybe fl exibility around these entrance criteria and so please contact the Guidance Team for 
more detailed information. Please note that extended Level 2 programmes are available providing 
opportunities for students to start at Level 1 before progressing to Level 2.

Entry Criteria
There are specifi c entry 

requirements relevant to each 

subject/qualifi cation/course. 

Please refer to the website 

and this prospectus for details.

General Entry Requirements

GCSE Grade Profi le Programme
In exceptional circumstances students who have 
achieved at least 6 A* with the remainder mainly 
A grades at GCSE in at least fi ve diff erent subjects 
including English and Maths 

5 AS Levels or a BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma with 
an additional qualifi cation

At least 6 A* - C in at least fi ve diff erent subjects 
including English and Maths, or BTEC Diploma with 
Distinction plus two GCSEs including English or Maths

4 AS Levels or a BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma or 
Advanced Diploma

5 GCSEs grade A* - C in three diff erent subjects 
including English or Maths, or BTEC Level 2 Diploma 
+ 2 GCSEs at C+ including English or Maths,  or a BTEC 
Extended Certifi cate with Merit with 3 GCSEs at C+ 
including English or Maths, or a BTEC Level 2 Diploma 
with Merit including English or Maths.

3 AS Levels or BTEC Extended Diploma or Advanced 
Diploma and English and Maths as required. 

A BTEC Level 2 Diploma with Merit allows progression 
to courses in similar subject areas only

4 GCSEs grade A* - C in three diff erent subjects, 
including English or Maths, or BTEC Level 2 Diploma 
with English or Maths, or a BTEC Extended Certifi cate 
with English or Maths

2 AS Levels plus two Level 2 single qualifi cations 
or BTEC Level 3 Diploma plus one Level 2 single 
qualifi cation

4 Grade Ds** or Level 1 Introductory Diploma or Level 1 
Introductory Certifi cate and 2 Ds at GCSE

Level 2 programme to include English and Maths as 
required or a Level 2 vocational programme plus one 
Level 2 single qualifi cation

Mostly E – Gs** Foundation Learning – Level 1

No formal qualifi cations Foundation Learning – Entry courses
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Sussex Downs College operates a car parking 

permit scheme. All staff , students and visitors 

bringing vehicles to the campus must display 

a College issued parking permit in their 

windscreen. However, a parking space cannot 

be guaranteed, and it is recommended 

that alternative means of transport are 

considered.

Car
For Sat Nav users, College post code is BN7 2XH.

From the east: along A27, turn right at the 
Southerham roundabout through the Cuilfail tunnel. 
Turn left at the roundabout continuing over the river 
into the Lewes one way system. Turn left into Station 
Road (Lewes Station is on your left). At the mini 
roundabout turn left into Mountfi eld Road.

From the north: follow A26 to the Cuilfail 
roundabout and follow directions as described 
above.

From the west: along A27 turn left at the 
roundabout sign posted Lewes. Follow road to 
the Prison traffi  c lights. At the lights turn right, 
continuing along Winterbourne Hollow, turn left 
at the mini roundabout, and then continue down 
to next mini roundabout adjacent to the railway 
station. Go straight on into Mountfi eld Road. The 
College main entrance is on the left hand side 200 
metres from the roundabout. Parking is available on 
campus, although please be aware that spaces are 
limited and restrictions apply.

How to travel to Lewes 6th Form College
Rail
Lewes 6th Form College is less than a ten minute 
walk from Lewes Station. On leaving the station’s 
main entrance, turn left and left again into 
Mountfi eld Road. The campus is approximately 200 
metres along the road on the left hand side. Trains 
run every 10 minutes from Brighton and every 30 
minutes from Eastbourne. For more information on 
train times and routes, call National rail Enquiries on 
08457 48 49 50 or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk.

Bus
There are frequent buses serving the town centre 
and the surrounding areas of Lewes, and from and 
to Brighton. Contact timetables enquiries on 01273 

886 200, or visit www.buses.co.uk. For more rural 
routes, contact RDH Buses (Countryliner Sussex 
Ltd) on 08444 771 263 or visit www.countryliner-

coaches.co.uk/timetables.asp.

Taxi
There is a taxi rank directly outside the main 
entrance to Lewes Station. A number of licensed taxi 
companies operate in the Lewes area. Lewes and 
District Taxis 01273 483 232 Bishops Taxis 
01273 478 478. For a more comprehensive list and 
other useful information please visit www.lewes.

gov.uk/transport

Lewes 6th Form College

Mountfi eld Road Lewes
East Sussex BN7 2XH
T: 01273 483188  F: 01273 478561
E: lewes.admissions@sussexdowns.ac.uk

www.sussexdowns.ac.uk/lewes
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For further information, advice and guidance 

on Sussex Downs College courses, please 

contact our Guidance Team and come to our 

Open Events. Full course details are present on 

our website www.sussexdowns.ac.uk
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Business
Our expert teaching staff , many of whom have extensive professional 

experience, will prepare you for your next step on the road to a professional 

career. Your next step could be further or higher education or straight into the 

workplace. 

You can expect to develop a range of skills essential for your future success 

in whatever fi eld you choose. These include: writing and presentation; 

quantitative techniques; analytical skills and logical argument. 

Perhaps more importantly your course will help you to develop essential life 

skills such as: teamwork, leadership and communication, all of which will 

increase your confi dence in your own abilities. We off er a range of vocational 

and academic courses in Business.
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Accounting AS and A2
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course? One year for AS Level and a further 
year to complete the A Level. 

Entry Requirements:  Accounting is a very demanding subject 
and you will need to be confi dent handling and understanding 
numbers and should be expecting to achieve a B grades in GCSE 
Mathematics, English Language and Science. Ideally, you will 
take AS Accounting alongside another numerate subject, for 
example A Level Maths or Economics. In addition, you need to 
be organised, logical, able to learn and retain lots of information 
and to produce work that is precise and accurate. This is in 
addition to the standard college entry requirements for the 
programme you have chosen. 

What will I study? 

The AS Level focuses mainly on fi nancial accounting; this 
is the process of recording business transactions and 
reporting the business performance. To do this you learn 
how organisations record transactions using double entry 
bookkeeping and how to check the accuracy of your 
bookkeeping. To measure business performance you will 
prepare profi t and loss accounts and balance sheets and 
analyse these using ratio analysis. You will also investigate 
the role ICT plays in accounting and learn how businesses 
plan for the future using budgets. The second year is split 
between fi nancial and management accounting. You will be 
assessed through exams.

What can I do after this course? 

You could go on to study accounting or business related 
subjects at University. It would also serve as a good 
grounding for working in accounting, management or 
business administration. 

This course is also available at Park College.

Business BTEC Extended 
Certifi cate
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 2 

How long is this course? One year.

Entry Requirements: You will need a general education to 
GCSE standard with good basic literacy and numerical skills. In 
line with Level 2 entry criteria it is expected that most applicants 
will have a minimum of four GCSEs at D grade or above, 
although applicants without this may be accepted on the course 
following an interview to assess suitability and interest.

What will I study? 

The 30-credit BTEC Level 2 Extended Certifi cate includes a 
specialist work-related focus and covers the key knowledge 
and practical skills required in the appropriate vocational 
sector. The BTEC Level 2 Extended Certifi cate off ers fl exibility 
and a choice of emphasis through the optional units. It is 
equivalent to two GCSEs. You will be assessed throughout the 
course, based on your class work and/or coursework and not 
through formal exams.

What can I do after this course? 

The qualifi cation provides progression to employment or 
onto Advanced (Level 3) programmes. A requirement of a 
Merit (BB) is needed for this. 

Business
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Business

Business BTEC Subsidiary 
Diploma
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course?  One year.

Entry Requirements:  Maths and English Grade C as well as 
four additional GCSE grade C and above or equivalent. Those 
progressing from BTEC Extended Certifi cate Level 2 require 
a Merit grade as well as Maths and English GCSE grade C or 
equivalent. An interview with the course team is required. This 
is in addition to the standard college entry requirements for the 
programme you have chosen. This course requires a great deal 
of self-motivation and excellent time management skills.

What will I study? 

The course consists of 6 units of study (one A Level 
equivalent), 4 core units and 2 specialist units. The core    
units are:

1. The Business Environment    
2. Business Resources     
3. Introduction to Marketing     
4. Business Communication 

The two specialist units that are completed as part of this 
coures are:

5. Business accounting    
6. Creative product promotion.

What can I do after this course? 

The Subsidiary Diploma in Business may contribute to a 
range of qualifi cations taken at the College, which may help 
the student gain entry to university courses. Successful 
candidates can also progress on to the BTEC Diploma. These 
qualifi cations are also respected by employers and may help 
students when applying for business-related careers.

This course is also available at Park College.

Business BTEC Certifi cate
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course? One year.

Entry Requirements:  Maths and English Grade C as well as 
four additional GCSE grade C and above or equivalent. Those 
progressing from the BTEC Extended Certifi cate Level 2 require 
Merit grade as well as Maths and English GCSE grade C or 
equivalent. An interview with the course team is required. This 
is in addition to the standard college entry requirements for the 
programme you have chosen. This course requires a great deal 
of self-motivation and excellent time management skills.

What will I study? 

The BTEC Certifi cate in Business is an AS equivalent 
qualifi cation, it is course work based and has no exams. The 
course covers three units, which consist of two Mandatory 
units on business environment and business resources and 
an optional unit selected by the lecturing staff . Students 
are awarded Pass, Merit or Distinction grades. You will be 
assessed throughout the course, based on your class work 
and/or coursework and not through formal exams.

What can I do after this course? 

On successful completion of this course candidates can top 
up this qualifi cation to a full A Level equivalent.

This course is also available at Park College.
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“Like me you will hear from other 
people how great this college is. It has a 
friendly atmosphere. I hope to go on to 
university and study osteopathy but will 
miss Lewes 6th Form College.”

James Morley
Business Studies,                   

Psychology, Physical Education, 
Communication and Culture

Previous School

Peacehaven Community School
Lives

Peacehaven



23

www.sussexdowns.ac.uk

Business

Business Studies AS and A2 
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course?  One year for AS Level (BUSS1 and 
BUSS2) and a further year to complete the full A Level (BUSS3 
and BUSS4). 

Entry Requirements:  Minimum of GCSE Grade C in English 
and Mathematics. A genuine interest in business is also required, 
as students will be expected to make use of their knowledge of 
the business world. The ability to write extended essays is also 
essential.

What will I study? 

The A Level course takes you through the diff erent levels 
of business management. In the fi rst term you take on the 
role of an entrepreneur and learn about the importance of 
business planning. In term two, as the business expands 
you learn about the internal operations of the business from 
a managers perspective. In the A2 year; you initially look 
at strategy development of larger businesses through the 
eyes of a director. Finally, taking on the role of a CEO you 
will examine the successes and failures of multinational 
organisations. An interest in the real business world is 
essential. You will be assessed through exams.

What can I do after this course? 

Business Studies Degree Courses continue to be a popular 
progression route for students wishing to continue with 
their education. Alternatively, this course provides a good 
introduction to those wishing to start their own business or 
those students who wish to pursue a career in business.Michael Eccles

Business, Functional Skills – English, 
FSMQ Money Management

Previous School
Cavendish School

Lives
Eastbourne

“Lewes 6th Form College has a really 
nice atmosphere, the teachers are 
really supportive and it is a real 
pleasure to be in the same room as 
them. My fellow students are really 
nice and it is really reassuring to 
be able to relax and be yourself in 
front of them. All of this helping me 
to fi nd a job, possibly in a business 
organisation or as a research 
assistant or librarian.”
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Financial Studies Certifi cate 
and Diploma 
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course?  The Certifi cate is an AS equivalent 
course lasting one year. The Diploma is the second year of 
the course and combined with the Certifi cate provides an A 
Level equivalent qualifi cation. The Certifi cate and Diploma are 
available as a one-year intensive course.

Entry Requirements:  There are no specifi c entry requirements 
for entry onto the Certifi cate however students should be aware 
that the fi nal exam is written and a good level of English language 
would be an advantage. GCSE English language at A-C is 
recommended, but students can also be accepted onto the course 
with an interview with the course coordinator. The Diploma 
qualifi cation is a wholly separate course and the guideline entry 
requirement is C and above at Certifi cate Level. Students may also 
proceed with the approval of the course coordinator.   

What will I study? 

Sussex Downs College in partnership with the Institute of 
Financial Studies School of Finance off er fi nancial capability 
qualifi cations that will help students develop the crucial 
fi nancial life skills they need, whether progressing into higher 
education, or entering the world of work. The Certifi cate in 
Financial Studies (CeFS) has been designed to encourage 
individuals to be inspired to meet their lifestyle aspirations. This 
will be achieved by teaching them to apply the appropriate 
solution(s) from the wide range available within the evolving 
fi nancial services marketplace. Learners who wish to learn 
how to make informed and confi dent decisions regarding 
their fi nances should consider the Certifi cate in Financial 
Studies (CeFS). The Diploma in Financial Studies (DipFS) 
enables learners to develop and further the knowledge and 
skills gained by achieving the Certifi cate in Financial Studies 
(CeFS) to the wider fi nancial environment.  You will be assessed 
through exams.

What can I do after this course? 

The Certifi cate and Diploma carry UCAS points equivalent to 
AS and A Levels so you can use it to support your University 
entrance. The course also provides links with local employers 
so it is an excellent starting point if you want to work in the 
Financial Services industry. It will also help you manage your 
money more successfully so that you can achieve your career 
and life aspirations.

Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship BTEC 
Diploma          
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3

How long is this course? One year.

Entry Requirements: You should have a minimum of four 
GCSEs at grades A*-C, including English and Maths, or other 
equivalent Level 2 qualifi cations at merit level or higher, 
including English and Maths, have a strong interest in business, 
show motivation to succeed on the course.

What will I study? 

The programme is built around supporting you in setting 
up and running a micro business for a period of at least four 
months. You will learn about business planning and fi nance 
and how to set up a supply chain, communicate with your 
customers, monitor the performance of your business and 
plan for future expansion. You will also learn more about 
yourself and how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset. 
You will interact with both national and local entrepreneurs, 
working on a range of business challenges. You will have the 
opportunity to work closely with a local business, spending 
time in a number of diff erent departments and working on 
real business issues agreed with the employer. You will gain a 
BTEC Level 3 qualifi cation in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship. 
You will be assessed throughout the course, based on your 
class work and/or coursework and not through formal exams.

What can I do after this course? 

Students who complete the Level 3 qualifi cations can 
progress to further study at university, continue to run and 
expand their business. Graduates from the programme 
have a broad range of opportunities for employment within 
diff erent industries where they can apply their business skills.

This course is also available at Park College.

Business
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Childcare, 
Health and 
Social Care
Care courses are for anyone who cares passionately about people and the 

community. From health and the environment, to looking after children, your 

studies will prepare you for a career in the care sector in roles ranging from 

nursing and teaching through to social work. There are a wide range of courses 

available at various levels which off er scope for further study or employment. 
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Health and Social Care 
BTEC Extended Certifi cate 
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 2 

How long is this course?  One year.

Entry Requirements:  The standard entry requirement is four 
GCSEs at grade D, however applicants will be considered on an 
individual basis.

What will I study? 

This is a specialist work-related qualifi cation for the Care 
sector. It provides the knowledge, understanding and skills 
needed for employment or further study. It examines the 
needs of individuals across all age ranges, but particularly 
focusing on those who need care and support. It is a good 
introduction for those who think they might like to discover 
more about how people develop and what factors aff ect 
that development. It is assessed through course work and is 
equivalent to two GCSEs, this would be taken alongside other 
Level 2 programmes. You will be assessed throughout the 
course, based on your class work and/or coursework and not 
through formal exams.

What can I do after this course? 

This course would enable you to continue onto Level 3 
study. If a merit grade is achieved then you could progress 
onto a Level 3 childcare or health and social care course. 
Alternatively, this qualifi cation can lead to employment 
within the caring industry.

Childcare and Education 
Diploma
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 2 

How long is this course?  One year - full-time. 

Entry Requirements:  Students should be at least 16 years of 
age and must be enthusiastic about working with children. They 
will need a minimum of four GCSEs at grade D, including English 
Language. You will also need a clear Criminal Records Bureau 
(CRB) check.

What will I study? 

In this course you will study a range of diff erent aspects 
regarding the care and development of children. These will 
include: Communication, Health and Safety and Promoting 
Children’s Development. You will attend college three days 
per week and work placement on two days per week. You 
will attend three diff erent placements in the year and your 
success at these will form part of your overall grade. The 
other assessments will consist of course-work and a multiple-
choice exam. You will need a clear CRB check. This course 
can lead onto employment in the children’s sector or to a                  
Level 3 programme, if a grade B is achieved. You will be 
assessed through a mixture of exams and coursework.

What can I do after this course? 

If you achieve a distinction grade, you may choose to 
continue in full-time education and progress onto a Level 3 
course in Childcare or Health and Social Care. Alternatively, 
on successful completion of this course, you will have a range 
of career and employment options open to you, for example 
as a classroom or nursery assistant.

Childcare, Health and Social Care
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Health and Social Care     
AS Level Single Award 
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course?  One year.

Entry Requirements:  Five GCSEs at C or above, including 
English Language and Mathematics.

What will I study? 

This course will focus on the needs of those who use the care 
sector and will examine how those needs can be met. You 
will acquire knowledge and understanding of health, early 
years and issues aff ecting the care sector. You will develop 
your research and evaluative skills in a work-related context. 
You will study the following units:

• Human Growth and Development (examined)

• Communication and Values in Care (coursework)

• Positive Care Environments (coursework)

You will also be expected to participate in voluntary work, 
where you will have the opportunity to link theory to 
practice. You will be assessed through a mixture of exams 
and coursework.

What can I do after this course? 

This course can lead to higher education to study nursing; 
teacher training; social work; speech and language therapy or 
care/health related degrees. It can also lead to employment 
within the Care sector.

Children’s Care, Learning 
and Development BTEC 
National Diploma  
Location: Lewes 6th Form College 

Level: Level 3 

How long is this course?  Two years - full-time.

Entry Requirements:  Students should be at least 16 years 
of age and be enthusiastic about working with children. They 
will need a minimum of fi ve GCSEs at C grade, including C in 
English Language. Those students wishing to progress onto 
Initial Teacher Training must achieve at least a C grade in 
GCSE English, Maths and Science. You will need to complete a 
Criminal Records Bureau check (CRB). It is not possible to take 
this course without satisfactory clearance.

What will I study? 

This is a full-time course that examines a wide range of issues 
about children’s development from birth to 16 years. There 
is a large theoretical content, which is linked to the four 
work placements you will attend. You will need a clear CRB 
check to be completed to prior to starting the course. Usual 
entry requirements apply. This qualifi cation will enable you 
to work with children in the UK and abroad. You could be 
employed in a wide range of settings, e.g. in a nursery, as a 
nanny, as a teaching assistant in a school, within the health 
service. It also provides you with the skills and qualifi cations 
to progress onto Higher Education to study for degrees such 
as Teacher Training, Social Work, Psychology, Nursing, Speech 
and Language Therapy. You will be assessed throughout the 
course, based on your class work and/or coursework and not 
through formal exams.

What can I do after this course? 

This qualifi cation will enable you to work with children in the 
UK and abroad. You could be employed in a wide range of 
settings, e.g. in a nursery, as a nanny, as a teaching assistant 
in a school, within the health service. This course provides 
you with the skills and qualifi cations to progress onto                                                                                     
Higher Education to study for degrees such as Teacher 
Training, Social Work, Psychology, Nursing, Speech and 
Language Therapy.










































































































































































