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Thank you for picking 
up our prospectus and 
welcome to this guide to 
life at Park College.
Park College is part of a larger family of colleges 
that make up Sussex Downs College and we 
are a community of around 1800 students and 
staff. As part of a large, modern and successful 
college, Park College students benefit from the 
wider range of resources, which a large college 
can attract. Each of the Sussex Downs Colleges, 
however, has its own separate existence and is 
small enough for its students to feel that they 
belong and are valued as individuals in a college 
which is just the right size for them.

We hope that you will find lots to interest you 
as you read about the learning opportunities 
available here. This prospectus will tell you about 
the wide variety of subjects we offer at Park 
College and will give you a glimpse of some of 
the sporting, creative and social activities that 
add so much more to the student experience 
at Park College. For example you may already 
have visited our fantastic new sports hall – the 
Harlow Sports Centre.

Making the move from school to college is a big 
step but our student centred community will 
offer you lots of support throughout your time 
with us. Along with the rest of Sussex Downs 
College we have recently been inspected and 
we received an extremely favourable report. We 
were particularly pleased that the inspectors 
praised us for the quality of the teaching and 

learning in the College and the excellent 
support for students. I am sure that with our 
new intake of students we can continue to build 
on that outstanding success. We hope that when 
you come to Park College you will work hard 
to get good qualifications but we also want you 
to experience a way of life and learning that you 
will value for the rest of your life.

The Student Executive plays an important 
role in the College and is an example of the 
excellent relations that exist between staff and 
students at Park. We want to maintain the ethos 
of mutual respect, positive encouragement 
and participation within Park College and an 
atmosphere that is friendly and purposeful. With 
your enthusiastic involvement we stand a good 
chance of doing this and so we want to extend 
a warm invitation to you to follow up your 
reading of this guide with a visit to the College 
on one of our Open Evenings. You will be made 
very welcome and we look forward to seeing you.

Tim Whitmore
Head of Park College

WELCOME to 
Park College Tim Whitmore, Head of Park College
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SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE
Sussex Downs College is divided into six learning 
brands or communities of which three are sixth 
form colleges: Park College; Eastbourne Vocational 
College; and Lewes 6th Form College. We also 
have an International College; an Adult College; and 
Employer Training, our business facing brand.

Heads of College are responsible for all students 
and staff within their learning communities. They 
report to the Executive Director for Business 
Development Wayne Wright, a member of the 
College Strategy Team. John Blake, the Principal 
and Chief Executive plans to retire in December and 
will be succeeded as Principal by Melanie Hunt, 
currently Director of Learning and Skills at Ofsted 
and former Assistant Principal at the College.

Sussex Downs College was praised by Ofsted 
in 2007 for its high success rates, excellent and 
flexible curriculum and outstanding leadership and 
management. 

In 2008 the College was awarded with Learning 
and Skills Beacon Status by the Government. 
Beacon Status recognises Sussex Downs is as an 
education ‘exemplar’ leading on matters relating to 
further education.

OPEN EVENING DATES 
AUTUMN TERM

Eastbourne Vocational College 
and Park College, Eastbourne 
campus

Monday 18th October               
5.30pm  – 8.00pm

Thursday 4th November      
5.30pm  – 8.00pm

Lewes 6th Form College,  
Lewes campus

Friday 12th November               
6.00pm  – 8.30pm   

Saturday 13th November          
10.00am – 12.00pm

John Blake Melanie Hunt Wayne Wright
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KEY FACTS: SIXTH FORMS 
AT SUSSEX DOWNS 
COLLEGE 

Park College
• Excellent academic record
• Each year our students are accepted at Oxford 

or Cambridge and many other HE institutions
• Specialist facilities for Dance, Media, Sports and 

Science
• A wide variety of extracurricular activities
• Access to two Learning Resource Centres
• Common areas for students to use between 

classes
• Earn while you learn available with our 

Apprenticeships
• The opportunity to progress onto University 

Level courses offered through Sussex Downs 
College and The University of Brighton

• Easy to get to by bus or by train.

Eastbourne Vocational College
• Excellent results
• Trades taught by industry professionals, who 

have a real working knowledge of what it is like 
working within the industry

• Purpose built facilities and specialist equipment
• Industry experience working in our Salons, Travel 

Office or Restaurant
• Earn while you learn available with our 

Apprenticeships
• A wide variety of extracurricular activities
• Access to two Learning Resource Centres
• Common areas for students to use between 

classes
• The opportunity to progress onto University 

Level courses offered through Sussex Downs 
College and The University of Brighton

• Easy to get to by bus or by train.

Lewes 6th Form College
• Excellent academic record
• Each year our students are accepted at Oxford 

or Cambridge and conservatoires
• Specialist facilities for Performing Arts, Hair 

and Beauty salons, Music Academy, Science and 
iMedia as well as others

• Access to a Learning Resource Centre
• A wide variety of extracurricular activities
• Common areas for students to use between 

classes
• The opportunity to progress onto University 

Level courses offered through Sussex Downs 
College and The University of Brighton

• Easy to get to by bus or by train
• Earn while you learn available with our 

Apprenticeships.

WHICH LEVEL?
When applying you should check that your 
qualifications meet our entry requirements.  All 
courses in this prospectus are tagged with the icons 
below explaining what Level they are:

 Entry Level Level 1

 Level 2 Level 3

If you are not sure what Level you are able to study at, 
or you are uncertain about your choice of course(s) 
you can request a guidance session with a member 
of our guidance team. Simply tick the box on the 
application form and we will arrange an appointment. 
Alternatively you can contact your Connexions 
Adviser based in your school. All Entry Level and 
Level 1 courses are part of the Foundation Learning 
programme which means students will access 
qualifications in English, Maths and ICT Functional 
Skills, and Personal and Social Development. Please 
see page 46 for more information about Foundation 
Learning. Further information can also be found on 
our website.
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YOUR EDUCATION 

Excellent Teaching and Learning
Sussex Downs College has a very good reputation 
for teaching and learning. Our excellent success rates 
and the last Ofsted inspection reflect this. Many of 
our vocational teachers have backgrounds working 
in industry related to the subject they teach, bringing 
a real-world insight into their course material and 
helping students to relate their lessons to what will 
be expected of them in a working environment. 
Our teachers use many different approaches to help 
students learn, through classroom activities, trips 
and skills based activity, to helping students get work 
experience or an apprenticeship while at College. 
Students are taught the value of discovering their 
own learning style which helps them to learn in the 
way that best suits them. There is also time set aside 
in the weeks before exams start, for individual or 
group revision.

Personal Tutor Sessions
Personal Tutor sessions are a chance for students 
to talk to a member of staff who is not their course 
teacher about any queries they may have outside of 
their course, such as applying to university or how 
to get a student loan. Tutors help students to set and 
meet achievable targets and discuss ways in which 
they can manage their workload. Important College 
messages, regarding curriculum, exam timetables 
and guidance will also be given in these sessions. 
Skills that are not covered in their chosen subjects, 
such as applying for jobs or university, citizenship 
and personal health awareness are covered in their 
tutor, as well as general College information, helping 
each student to feel a part of the wider college 
community. Students will usually attend one tutorial 
session each week which can either be a group 
session or a one to one meeting.

Pathways at
Sussex Downs College
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Types of course – what suits you? 
(including Apprenticeships)
Different courses suit different people. Sussex 
Downs College offers a range of different ways 
to learn, from A Levels, which are most suited to 
people who like to learn mainly in a classroom and 
are assessed through coursework and exams (also 
known as academic course) to vocational courses 
including Apprenticeships, where you learn while 
working, in a practical environment, sometimes 
earning money while you do so. These are usually 
assessed over the year, through a series of small 
practical exams and theory work. To find out what 
type of course would suit you, please contact our 
Student Services team.

Exam Results
Sussex Downs College enjoys high success rates 
in academic and vocational areas, which means 
our students have consistently high attendance, 
finish their courses and achieve the results they 
need to progress. Each year we have hundreds of 
students who go on to study at university including 
to Oxford or Cambridge Universities and others 
go directly into full time work including to some 
prestigious work places such as nationally important 
organisations like the BBC, five star hotels and 
restaurants and other places, both local and national.
Full details of our exam results for the past three 
years can be found on our website. Our commitment 
is to work with students to ensure their success, to 
excite and inspire them by showing what they can 
achieve and to develop lifelong learning skills.

YOUR SUCCESS

How Sussex Downs College 
Supports You
We want to help you achieve and reach your potential 
at College. Whether you want to go to university, 
find a job or take a gap year after you finish College, 

we can help support you in making that decision and 
taking your first steps. Even if you don’t know what 
you want to do when you finish College both your 
tutor and our guidance team can help you decide. 
Please see our ‘Your Life’ section to find out what 
tailored support we can offer, to help you get the best 
out of the time you are learning with us.

University Level
Sussex Downs College offers university Level 
courses, in partnership with The University of 
Brighton, so that you can continue your learning 
with us. Full details of the courses we offer can be 
found on our website, or you can talk to our Student 
Services team for more information. If you want to 
spread your wings and try somewhere new we also 
have prospectuses from other universities in our 
Learning Resources Centres. Your tutor can help 
guide you through applying to university and the 
UCAS and clearing process in your tutorial sessions. 
We also arrange trips to Higher Education fairs and 
local universities so that you can see the campuses 
and make a more informed decision about what 
direction you want to take.

Employment
If you want to go straight into employment when you 
leave College, then our new Job Search can help you. 
We offer an online service which shows any local 
jobs. Your tutor can also help you find out how to 
apply for other jobs you may be interested in, as well 
as giving you advice on how to fill out application 
forms, and what to do in an interview. If you take up 
one of our Apprenticeships you can earn while you 
learn, and other courses often offer work experience 
as part of your learning.

Voluntary Experience
Some students want to get voluntary experience or 
go travelling before they go to university or start 
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work. Your tutor can help you to find something 
that you want to do or there is more information 
on the College website about how to get involved 
in voluntary work. We also run several projects at 
the College that you can get involved in, such as the 
Uganda project, where students from the college 
spend several weeks in East Africa each summer, 
helping to build schools and other essential buildings. 
Getting involved in work like this can be a life-
changing experience and help you to develop a range 
of skills that will help you to get a job or university 
place in the future.

Competitions 
As part of your course you may get the chance to 
enter some national competitions, which are a chance 
for you to show just how much you have achieved. 
Look at the news section on our website for details 
of these and also speak with teachers at one of our 
open events about what opportunities you will have 
on your course.

YOUR LIFE 

College Environment
We want to help you achieve your best at College. 
We help create a learning environment where 
students and staff are confident, healthy and safe. We 
have Learning Resource Centres on each campus, 
where you can go to do private study and research. 
Our friendly Student Liaison team can help you 
get involved in College events. There are several 
College parties each year, as well as a Fresher’s Fair 
in September, to help you to find out more about 
the College and make new friends. Each campus has 
several common areas, usually near our food outlets, 
where you can relax and meet friends, as well as lots 
of outdoor spaces to enjoy. Each campus has shops 
nearby or on-site, as well as food outlets on-site that 
promote healthy options and is easy to get to by 
public transport. We also offer high quality childcare 
facilities on-site, have a staff and student-run travel 

agency and restaurant on the Eastbourne campus, and 
a staff and student-run hair and beauty salons at both 
Eastbourne and Lewes. There are also Connexions 
Advisors available who can help you to make 
decisions about what you want to do after College. 
We have a counselling service should you need it.

Student Welfare
Every Student Matters (ESM) is the College’s promise 
to make sure that you get the support you need 
to stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve, make a 
positive contribution, and achieve economic well-
being. 

Sussex Downs College is also committed to Equality 
and Diversity and to ensuring that differences 
between all of its students and staff are respected. We 
value all of our students and staff and are opposed to 
any harassment or discrimination arising from race 
or nationality, gender, sexuality, age, disability, religion, 
faith or social background. We challenge inappropriate 
behaviour and attitudes and take positive action to 
promote good relations and prevent inequality.

The posters on page 11 show some of the ways in 
which we promote our students’ welfare, and you can 
find out more by visiting the Every Student Matters 
section on our website.

No Smoking: Please note that Sussex Downs 
College sites are restricted smoking campuses. 

Student Services: We have Student Services staff at 
each campus who can assist you with any queries you 
may have about applying for a course and about the 
financial help that you may be able to receive while 
you are at College. For more information, please see 
our Money Matters section.
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Student Voice
Student Executive: The Student Executive is one 
way that you can make your voice heard within 
the College. Any student can apply to become a 
member of the Executive and elections are held 
once a year, with each member voted in by other 
students. The Student Executive has a role to play in 
recommending changes / improvements that students 
would like to see at the college and they arrange 
regular meetings with students to make sure that any 
issues affecting your learning, safety or enjoyment can 
be quickly resolved.

Student Voice: You do not have to join the Student 
Executive to make your voice heard. The College 
believes that students should be seen and heard. We 
invite students to help us make important decisions 
ranging from interviewing potential teachers, attending 
governor meetings and taking part in working groups. 
We believe that the best way to meet your needs is 
to listen to what you have to say. There are numerous 
opportunities ranging from student questionnaires, 
forums dedicated to discussing teaching and learning 
on your courses, and student conferences. We are 
committed to giving students, parents and employers a 
voice at Sussex Downs College.

Learner Support
We welcome students with a wide range of learning 
difficulties or disabilities and are committed to 
helping you achieve. Please tell us when applying if 
you need any extra support, particularly at or before 
coming for interview. To find out in more detail what 
support we can offer please contact the Learning 
Support team. You can call us on the numbers below, 
or email info@sussexdowns.ac.uk 

Eastbourne Campus (Park and EVoC)  
Phone:
EvoC - 01323 637258 
Park - 01323 637658 
Textphone: 01323 637216

Lewes Campus
Phone: 01273 402412
Textphone: 01273 402478

Extra Curricular Activities
There are plenty of opportunities to get involved in 
extra curricular activities at College, either through 
our sports academy classes, or enrichment activities. 
It is best to talk to your tutor to find out what is 
available. If there is something you would like to do 
as an enrichment activity, but is not currently offered, 
say so, and if there is enough interest we may be able 
to offer it in the future. Enrichment is about adding 
to your achievement and if it is important to you 
then it is important to us too.

Money Matters
Money and finance are a key part of College life. 
There are several things that make life cheaper 
for students, from discounted public transport, to 
money off materials, books and even clothes and 
concerts. For more information on nationwide 
student discounts visit www.nus.org.uk and visit the 
College website for local travel discounts. You may 
also be able to claim EMA (Education Maintenance 
Allowance) which is a cash sum paid into your bank 
each week to help cover travel or learning expenses 
while you are studying. Other support funds such 
as Discretionary Learner Support Fund or a 
Local Authority Travel allowance may also be 
available. Please refer to the College website for 
details of these and other sources of financial help or 
speak to our Student Services team. 

If you require further information on any area in this 
section please visit our website or come along to 
our open events:

Eastbourne Vocational and Park College
Monday 18th October                  5.30pm - 8.00pm
Thursday 4th November           5.30pm - 8.00pm

Lewes 6th Form College
Friday 12th November                     6.00pm  - 8.30pm   
Saturday 13th November             10.00am -12.00pm
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Every Student Matters
SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE

Every Student Matters
SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE

Every Student Matters
SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE

Every Student Matters
SUSSEX DOWNS COLLEGE

These posters are part of Sussex Downs College’s Every Student Matters Campaign. 
For more information please read the Student Welfare section on page 9.
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STUDENTS TEACHING SPORT TO 
SCHOOL CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY 
SPORTS LEADERSHIP AWARD SESSIONS



PARK COLLEGE STUDENTS CELEBRATING 
EXCELLENT RESULTS



SCIENCE STUDENTS WORKING IN 
OUR LABORATORIES



PUBLIC SERVICES STUDENT ON 
A RESEARCH TRIP



WE HAVE PLENTY OF QUIET PLACES TO STUDY 
– INSIDE OR OUT!



DANCE STUDENTS USING THE PARK STUDIO



SPORTS STUDENTS USING THE GYM 
EQUIPMENT



PRACTICAL LESSON IN MUSIC TECHNOLOGY



APPRENTICESHIPS 
Earn while you learn 

If you want to earn money when you leave school, but 
don’t have the skills you need yet, look no further than 

Sussex Downs College, Employer Training.
 

We have a range of Apprenticeship programmes 
available in a variety of professions. Apprenticeships 

are training schemes for those who would like to 
achieve a qualification while working. You will learn in 
the workplace, building up knowledge and skills – and 

as your employer pays your wages, you will be earning 
money at the same time!

 
Some apprenticeships are based entirely in the 

workplace, and others offer regular sessions at the 
College, in our purpose built facilities, helping you to 

gain further skills.



2121COURSES AVAILABLE 
INCLUDE:        

•  	 Accounting Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Business and Administration
	 Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Hairdressing Apprenticeship and
	 Advanced Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Bricklaying Apprenticeship and 

Advanced Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Carpentry Apprenticeship and 

Advanced Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Construction Operations 

Apprenticeship and Advanced 
Apprenticeship

 
•  	 Highways Maintenance 

Apprenticeship and Advanced 
Apprenticeship

 
•  	 Painting and Decorating 

Apprenticeship and Advanced 
Apprenticeship

 
•  	 Plumbing Apprenticeships and 

Advanced Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Hospitality Customer Service
	 Apprenticeship

•  	 Hospitality Supervision 
Apprenticeship

 •  	Motor Vehicle (Body Repair
	 and Paint Operations)
	 Apprenticeship and Advanced 

Apprenticeships
 
•  	 Motor Vehicle (Mechanical
	 Repair) Apprenticeship and 

Advanced Apprenticeships
 
•  	 Professional Cookery
	 Apprenticeship
 
•  	 Retail Skills Apprenticeship
 
•  	 And many more!

For full details of our apprenticeship 
courses visit our website 	
www.sussexdowns.ac.uk or call 
08452 302 007.



Ever thought of a career in the exciting and fast 
growing creative industries? The courses in this section 

are the next step in preparing you for a huge range 
of opportunities for progression into the arts, into 

the design and communication industries or into the 
media industry. These courses help you to find the right 

pathway to suit your personal strengths and interests 
prior to specialising in one of a range of very exciting 
areas. The creative industries department has amazing 

facilities across all these areas (fashion, 3D, graphic design, 
illustration, product, fine art, textiles, moving image, radio, 

new media, broadcasting, journalism, animation, and lens 
based media, design crafts, sound design, etc.) We also 

have outstanding results and progression rates as well as 
excellence in teaching and learning.

ART, DESIGN, 
MEDIA AND

E-MEDIA



23CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION 
BTEC DIPLOMA   

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSE grades at D including GCSE 
English Language. You should also have: a 
realistic enthusiasm for studying the media and 
developing practical skills a sense of purpose 
and commitment to achieving results an ability 
to work on production projects in teams and 
meet deadlines.

Study
A range of media production skills such as video 
production, audio production and Desktop 
Publishing. You will also learn about how media 
industries work and how to analyse professional 
media products. The course content is 70% 
practical and 30% theoretical study. Most 
students on this programme also take a GCSE in 
Photography as an additional qualification.

CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION 
BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA  

Duration
Two years full-time.

Entry Requirements
Either four GCSE passes at C or above 
including English Language or Literature (NB 
GCSE Media is not necessary) or accredited 
prior learning and experience (for mature 
students), or internationally recognised 
qualifications (for overseas students).

Study
This course offers intensive professional 
production-based education and training across 
the four major media languages of: Print, Radio, 
Film, TV and Video.

FILM STUDIES GCSE  

Duration 
One year

Entry Requirements
Our standard College entry requirement, 
including at least a grade D in GCSE English 
Language.

Study
This course builds upon your own experience 
of film, as consumer and creator. You will 
investigate and develop your knowledge and 
understanding of the film industry and film 
audiences.

FILM STUDIES AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2.

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), but including 
GCSE English Language at grade C or above. 
The key requirement is a keen interest in 
the world of film and cinema, and a desire to 
explore this more analytically and in greater 
depth. This course requires serious study and 
is not simply watching films for entertainment. 
Prospective students need to be open minded 
and genuinely quizzical about the wide variety 
of film culture that exists outside the multiplex.

Study
The Film Studies course aims to deepen your 
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment 
of film, the major art form of the twentieth 
century. Students will work with a wide range 
of films, developing skills of observation, critical 
analysis and personal reflection.

23



2424 FINE ART AS AND A2      

Duration
One year for AS and a further year for A2.

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above and GCSE Art at C or above. 
Successful AS grade is required for progression 
to A2.

Study
Practical assignments to include- drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography 
and ceramics. Critical analysis of Art History 
and contemporary practice is incorporated in 
to all the units. There is a compulsory written 
component in the A2 coursework.

FINE ART GCSE 

Duration
One year (short course).

Entry Requirements
College entry requirements for a Level 2 
course are four grade A-D GCSEs in more 
than two subjects. The motivation to succeed 
and progress to an Advanced Level Programme.

Study
Students are given the opportunity to explore 
a wide range of Art and Design activities. 
Emphasis is placed on practical work with 
opportunities to explore drawing, painting, 
collage, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics and 
lens based imaging. 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 	
AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to complete A2. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), including 
GCSE English at C or above and GCSE Art at 
C or above. Students who have not done art at 
GCSE will be encouraged to take it alongside 
the graphic design AS. Successful AS is required 
to progress to A2.

Study
Practical Art and Design assignments based 
on Drawing, use of colour, Layout, Printing, 
Illustration and Typography. You will then learn 
how to design on computers. Critical analysis 
of art and design history is incorporated in 
to all the units. Written communication is a 
compulsory component and is assessed equally 
to the practical work in A2.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
GCSE    

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
College entry requirements for a Level 2 
course are four grade A-D GCSEs in more 
than two subjects. The motivation to succeed 
and progress to an Advanced Level Programme.

Study
Emphasis is placed on practical work, building 
skills and creativity. Graphic communication 
incorporates - illustration, typography, print-
making, advertising and packaging. There will 
be a mixture of hand generated and computer 
generated work. You will begin to learn the 
communication of visual meaning through images 
in response to specific tasks/assignment briefs.



2525MEDIA STUDIES AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2.

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), but including 
GCSE English Language at grade C or above. 
It is not necessary to have previously studied 
GCSE Media Studies, but if you have taken 
the subject then grade C or above would 
be expected. The key requirement is a keen 
interest in the media, and a desire to explore 
this more analytically and in greater depth.

Study
You will focus on the products, their audiences 
and the institutions that own and/or control 
these media. You will have the opportunity to 
develop analytical skills and a critical awareness 
of issues relating to media criticism and theory, 
along with relevant practical skills in all areas of 
media production and research.

PHOTOGRAPHY AS AND A LEVEL 

Duration
AS - one year. A Level - two years.

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs 
at grade C or above (or equivalent), GCSE 
English at grade C or above. GCSE Art or 
Media Studies is highly desirable. Successful 
completion of AS is required to progress to A2.

Study
All units are practical based with written analysis 
and evaluation. A2 involves a written illustrated 
study (2000 words) as part of the coursework. 
Traditional black and white processing and 

printing is combined with colour work and 
digital imaging. The courses are essentially about 
promoting individual creativity and expression 
through a solid foundation of techniques, 
processes and contexts.

PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE  

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
College entry requirements for a Level 2 
course are four grade A-D GCSEs in more than 
two subjects. The motivation to succeed and 
progress to an Advanced Level Programme.

Study
Students are given the opportunity to explore 
many aspects of photography. Emphasis is 
placed on practical work, the importance of 
camera skills in both colour, black and white, 
and traditional black and white processing and 
printing. The use of digital image processing is 
also an important element. Contextual studies 
are also vitally important for students to form 
an appreciation of photographic work, both 
historical and contemporary, from other times 
and cultures.



Our expert teaching staff, many of whom have extensive 
professional experience, will prepare you for your 

nextstep on the road to a professional career. Your 
next step could be further or higher education or 

straight into the workplace. You can expect to develop 
a range of skills essential for your future success in 

whatever field you choose. These include: writing and 
presentation; quantitative techniques; analytical skills 

and logical argument. Perhaps more importantly your 
course will help you to develop essential life skills such 

as: teamwork, leadership and communication, all of which 
will increase your confidence in your own abilities. We 

offer a range of vocational and academic courses in 
Business, Accounting, Finance, Economics and Law.

BUSINESS, 
ECONOMICS 

AND LAW



2727ACCOUNTING AS AND A2    

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Accounting is a very demanding subject 
and you will need to be confident handling 
and understanding numbers and should be 
expecting to achieve a B grade in GCSE 
Mathematics and a C grade in English Language. 
Ideally, you will take AS Accounting alongside 
another numerate subject, for example A Level 
Maths or Economics. In addition, you need to 
be organised, logical, able to learn and retain 
lots of information and to produce work that is 
precise and accurate.  This is in addition to the 
standard College entry requirements for the 
programme you have chosen.

Study
Knowledge of accounting is vital to the 
understanding of all forms of financial activity. 
It provides an important key to understanding 
how businesses operate and how they are 
managed. AS is taught in two modules. Module 
One introduces the double entry accounting 
system and provides the foundation for all 
accounting studies. Module Two develops skills 
in the preparation of final accounts and balance 
sheets for a variety of organisations, including 
limited companies.  

ADMINISTRATION DIPLOMA   

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade D or above. Must include 
GCSE English Language. Also by successful 

completion of the Level 1 BTEC Diploma in 
Business Administration.

Study
You will study the BTEC Level 2 Diploma in 
Business Administration which includes:
Team working and Personal Development, 
Communication techniques, Legal procedures 
in administration and Customer service. The 
course will also include keyboarding/text 
processing and word processing skills, including 
some graphics and desktop publishing, plus 
the following: Audio Transcription, Shorthand 
and ClaitPlus. In addition, work experience is 
usually offered to suitable students.

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
BTEC DIPLOMA  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
A minimum of an Entry Level 3 qualification in 
a related subject.

Study
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1 qualifications are 
designed to give learners an understanding of 
the skills needed for specific vocational sectors.  
As part of this programme of study, you are 
required to gain a minimum of 20 credits which 
can be gained from the following areas of study: 
Managing Your Health at Work, Preparing for 
Work Placement, Using Office Equipment, 
Working in Administration, Creating Business 
Documents, Ideas for Small Businesses and 
Business Administration for Projects.



2828 BUSINESS BTEC CERTIFICATE   
 

Duration
A one year programme. This course is 
equivalent to an AS Level and may be taken 
alongside other qualifications as part of a 
mixed A Level programme.

Entry Requirements
A BTEC First Diploma at Merit Level, or a 
minimum of four GCSEs at grade C or above, 
including English Language and Maths, or 
relevant work experience.

Study
The course consists of 3 units of study (one AS 
Level equivalent) The 3 units are: 
1. 	 The Business Environment
2.	  Business Resources 
3.	  Introduction to Marketing.  

BUSINESS BTEC DIPLOMA   

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade D or above, to include 
English and Maths, or a Merit on the BTEC 
Foundation programme.

Study
This qualification consists of 6 units of study: 
Exploring Business, Personal Selling, People 
and Communications, Recruitment, Customer 
Service and Starting a Small Business.

BUSINESS BTEC DIPLOMA  

Duration
A two year programme of study.  This is a 
practical, work-related course, where students 
complete projects and assignments that are 
based on realistic workplace situations. The 
BTEC Diploma in Business is the equivalent to 
two A Levels.

Entry Requirements
A BTEC First Diploma in Business at Merit 
Level or four GCSEs at grade C or above, 
including English Language and Maths for entry 
to the  Diploma.

Study
The course consists of 12 units of study, which 
includes:
1. 	 The Business Environment 
2. 	 Business Resources 
3. 	 Introduction to Marketing
4. 	 Business Communication
Other optional units might include: Financial 
Accounting, Accounting Systems, Creative 
Product Promotion, Market Research in 
Business, Internet Marketing in Business, 
Human Resources and Starting a Small Business.

BUSINESS BTEC SUBSIDIARY 
DIPLOMA    

Duration
Normally one year, but may be taken over two 
years as part of a mixed A Level programme.

Entry Requirements
A BTEC First Diploma at Merit Level, or a 
minimum of four GCSEs at grade C or above, 
including English Language and Maths, or 
relevant work experience.



Name: Natasha Ray  Age: 19
Home town: Bexhill on Sea

Previous School: Bexhill High School
Studying: Business Diploma

“You get to visit real businesses to monitor their operations, and present projects. We presented one at  
The University of Brighton in front of an audience.”



3030 Study
The course consists of 6 units of study (one A 
Level equivalent), 4 core units and 2 specialist 
units. The core units are:
1. 	 The Business Environment
2. 	 Business Resources 
3. 	 Introduction to Marketing 
4. 	 Business Communication 

BUSINESS STUDIES AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), but it must 
include Mathematics GCSE at Grade C.

Study
Businesses seek to satisfy customers and 
produce profit for the owners. On this popular 
course you will study the different techniques 
for increasing profitability, frequently using case 
studies of real firms. Starting a small business 
is the theme of the first unit. As the course 
progresses we feature larger businesses, with 
an emphasis on major global players such as 
Starbucks in the second year.

BUSINESS, ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE ADVANCED 
DIPLOMA 

Duration
Two years.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grades A*-C to include Maths 

and English at grade C or above. You should 
have good IT skills and an interest in using IT 
in Business.

Study
The Diploma offers learners the opportunity 
to acquire knowledge and skills in the broad 
context of business, administration and finance. 

BUSINESS, ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE HIGHER 
DIPLOMA  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Grade D or above in English Language and 
Maths and two other related subjects e.g. 
Business, at grade D or above.

Study
The Diploma offers learners the opportunity 
to acquire knowledge and skills in the broad 
context of business, administration and finance.

ECONOMICS AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement, but including at 
least grade C in Mathematics.

Study
Why do house prices rise and fall? Why is 
treatment at the local hospital free? Does 
everyone benefit from globalisation? This is 



3131the fascinating world of economics, where 
different arguments can be valid. The goal is 
to allocate scarce resources for the greatest 
benefit of society. However, free markets give 
us unequal shares of wealth and income. So 
should we tax the rich and give to the poor? 
Over to you! This is a traditional economics 
course including a core of micro and macro 
economics, plus some interesting investigations 
into the UK housing market, the environment 
and international trade.

LAW AS AND A2  

Duration
Law AS is a one year course. A further year of 
study at A2 is required to complete the A Level 
qualification. 

Entry Requirements
Grade C in English in addition to the standard 
College entry requirements. 

Study
AS unit one: Law making and the legal system. 
The role of Parliament and judges in law 
making, civil and criminal courts, barristers and 
solicitors, judges, juries and magistrates. 
Unit two: Concept of liability. Criminal law and 
negligence. 
A2: Criminal law. Murder, manslaughter, non-
fatal offences and defences. Law of tort and 
concepts of law. Negligence, occupier’s liability, 
nuisance, vicarious liability, morality, justice, 
fault, judicial creativity and balancing conflicting 
interests.

PA ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN 
ADMINISTRATION  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
At least four GCSEs at grade C or above and 
these must include English Language. You must 
show that you are able to cope with the heavy 
workload of this course, or have passed a Level 
2 Administration course with the appropriate 
Functional Skills.

Study
OCR Award in Administration, Office Systems 
and Secretarial Procedures, Developing Self 
and Team Working, Administration and the Law, 
Plus Intermediate Text Production, Advanced 
Text Production, Intermediate Legal Text 
production, Intermediate Word Processing, 
Advanced Word Processing, Advanced Audio 
Transcription, Teeline Shorthand and CLAIT 
Plus. Each student must also complete a two 
week work placement which will assist them 
with their main OCR qualification. Where 
possible students are offered a placement in an 
area that is of interest to them.

RETAIL BUSINESS ADVANCED 
DIPLOMA  

Duration
Two years.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grades C or above to include 
English and Maths.

Study
You will study a combination of subjects for 
the Principal Learning including areas of retail 
history, merchandising, distribution, logistics, 



3232 financial aspects in retailing, globalisation in 
retail, and marketing in a retail environment.

RETAIL BUSINESS HIGHER 
DIPLOMA  
Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grades D or above to include 
English and Maths.

Study
You will study a combination of subjects for the 
Principal Learning including areas of product 
design and development, marketing, logistics, 
merchandising, customer service and the 
fashion industry.

RETAIL KNOWLEDGE BTEC 
CERTIFICATE 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
A minimum of an Entry Level 3 qualification in 
a related subject.

Study
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1 qualifications are 
designed to give learners an understanding of 
the skills needed for specific vocational sectors.  
As part of this programme of study, you are 
required to gain a minimum of 13 credits which 
can be gained from the following areas of study: 
Understanding the Business of Retail, Customer 
Service, Retail Selling, Health and Safety, Stock 
Control, Teamwork, Consumer Law and Retail 
Enterprise.



Name: Will Cann  Age: 18
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Cavendish School
Studying: Business, Finance and Administration

“The most interesting piece of work we have done so far was to create our own business as part of a group.  
We then pitched our idea to a panel just like in the ‘Dragons Den’.”



If job satisfaction is top of your priorities list and you 
want a career where you will really make a difference 

to people’s lives then a career in the Health, Social 
Care, Child Care sector or Community Justice 

Sector could be for you.  Park College offers a wide 
range of courses in all these areas including the new 

Diploma in Society Health and Development. All 
these courses combine classroom experience with 

vocational placements to give you the qualifications and 
experience you need to succeed.  

CHILDCARE, 
HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE



3535CHILDCARE AND EDUCATION 
CACHE DIPLOMA  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Grade D or above in English Language and 
three other subjects at grade D or above 
which could include subjects such as Health 
and Social Care, CACHE CFCC at Merit or 
Distinction grades.

Study
The one year award consists of six units and 1 
optional unit. The units require written work 
as well as working towards gaining skills to 
research and read widely. The new Diploma units:
Unit 1: An introduction to working with 
children. This is an induction unit which 
requires you to do an induction task which will 
be assessed by half term.
Unit 2:  The developing child, assessed by an 
assignment.
Unit 3: Safe healthy and nurturing environment 
for children, assessed by an assignment.
Unit 4: Children and play, assessed by an 
assignment.
Unit 5: Communication and professional 
skills within child care and education, this is a 
portfolio of evidence and work based on your 
placement experience.
Unit 6:  The child care practitioner in the work 
place. This gives you the opportunity to build 
your skills on placement and in a portfolio.
Unit 11: Supporting children and families, 
assessed by an assignment.

CHILDCARE AND EDUCATION 
CACHE DIPLOMA  

Duration
Two years. 

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at C or above including English 
Language. Mature students are welcome. 
Students wishing to progress to university 
programmes will require English, Maths and 
Science, at grade C or above.

Study
You will study all aspects of care and education 
related to babies and children up to eight 
years. There are 12 assignments, which include 
subjects such as Care of Sick Children, 
Working with Babies 0-12 months, Supporting 
Families, and Play and Learning. You will also 
need to undertake a number of age related 
observations and activities whilst on placement. 
In year 2 there you will undertake a research 
project where you will research ways of 
planning to meet children’s needs. There will 
also be a short test based on a seen case study. 
You will be supported through these tasks by 
your dedicated course tutor. You will undertake 
placements up to 750 hours over the two 
years in a nursery setting, Foundation Year and 
Key Stage One classes and work with a child 
under one year of age.

CHILDCARE CACHE 
FOUNDATION AWARD  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grades E or F, subject to 
interview, including English Language.



3636 Study
You will complete assignments related to 
sharing learning experiences with children, 
children’s play and leisure activities, how 
children grow and develop and the importance 
of healthy living and eating.  

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
ADVANCED GCE SINGLE 
AWARD  

Duration
One year for AS Levels and a further year to 
complete A Level. Equivalent to one A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Minimum five GCSEs at Grade C or above 
including English Language. This is in addition to 
the standard College entry requirements for 
the programme you have chosen. Once at the 
College you will have to complete a Criminal 
Records Bureau check.

Study
Six units covering areas such as; factors 
affecting human growth and development, 
health, social care and early year’s services, 
equal opportunities, health promotion 
and clients rights. You will be expected to 
undertake work experience during your 
course, in a range of work-place situations with 
a health and social care bias.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
FOUNDATION  

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
You will need to have achieved four GCSEs 
at grade E or above, and must include English 
Language.

Study
This qualification is composed several 
units including:  Health and Social Care 
Needs, Personal Care in Health and Social 
Care, Promoting Healthy Eating in Care, 
Preparing for Work Placement, Learning from 
Work Placement, Investigating Rights and 
Responsibilities at Work.

SOCIETY HEALTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT ADVANCED 
DIPLOMA  

Duration
Two years.

Entry Requirements
The Advanced Diploma in Society Health and 
Development is suitable for learners ready 
to take a Level 3 qualification. It will appeal to 
people who wish to explore professional roles 
and practice within the four sectors; Health, 
Social Care, Community Justice and Children 
and Families. You need five GCSEs at grades 
A*-C to include Maths and English. You will 
need to have passed Functional Skills at Level 2 
in Communication, Maths and IT. Once at the 
College you will have to complete a Criminal 
Records Bureau check.



Name: Karis Witts  Age: 18
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Ratton School

Studying: Childcare, Learning and Development BTEC  
National Diploma

“I would like to be a nursery nurse or a teaching assistant.”



3838 Study
You will extend your knowledge and 
experience of the depth and breadth of 
the four sectors and how they work.  In 
addition you will gain an insight into specific 
occupational areas within the sectors.  You will 
learn about the legislation which supports and 
guides the sectors and study real situations 
which could occur.  You will have people 
who work within the sectors to speak in 
order to bring your learning to life.  This is 
called Principal Learning. You will undertake 
a Project of your choice which will give you 
the opportunity to develop your independent 
research, organisational and study skills.  These 
skills are particularly useful should you wish 
to progress to university.  To develop your 
skills further you will undertake Additional 
and Specialist Learning in subjects which will 
support and develop your Principal Learning. 
If you have not gained Level 2 Functional Skills 
then you will have the opportunity to gain 
them whist studying the Society Health and 
Development Programme. To compliment 
all your development and guide your skills 
in becoming workplace aware you will have 
personal, learning and thinking skills included in 
all lessons and learning experiences. 

SOCIETY HEALTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT HIGHER 
DIPLOMA  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Three GCSEs including Maths at grade D and 
English Language at C grade or above. Once 
at the College you will have to complete a 
Criminal Records Bureau check for which 
there is a charge. It is not possible to complete 
the course without satisfactory clearance.

Study
The Diploma offers learners the opportunity 
to acquire knowledge and skills related to the 
four sectors; Health, Social Care, Community 
Justice and Children and Families. It is designed 
to introduce learners to the skills they need 
to succeed in today’s workplace. It combines 
theoretical and applied learning to offer 
learners an exciting and relevant insight into 
the society, health and development sectors.  
Principal Learning supported by Additional and 
Specialist Learning provides the knowledge, 
skills and understanding of these areas. 
Students will also develop their Functional 
Skills in English, Maths and IT so that you will 
have at least a Level 2 qualification in these 
areas. The Diploma has been designed with 
the help of employers and the teaching and 
learning will closely involve employers and 
includes work experience. Throughout the 
duration of the course learners will study 
subjects such as Working Together, Safeguarding 
and Protecting Individuals, Antisocial and 
Offending Behaviour, Supporting Children and 
Young People. 



Name: Thomas Magnini  Age: 17
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Cavendish School

Studying: Health and Social Care, Psychology, Sociology, 
Drama and Theatre Studies

“This course has increased my awareness and helped me prepare for employment in the care sector.”



Earth Studies is an all-embracing term for the subjects 
relating to the physical and human processes of planet 
Earth. The disciplines available to study are Geography, 

Geology, Environmental Studies and World Development. 
You will have the opportunity to learn about how and 
why continents move and volcanoes and earthquakes 
happen, the evolution of life, earth surface processes 
like rivers, population change and why there are such 

big differences in wealth and wellbeing across the globe.  
Knowledge and understanding of the Earth and its 

processes and how humans are both impacted on and 
respond will be gained which will be applicable to many 

areas of future study.

EARTH
SCIENCES



4141ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AS 
AND A2  

Duration
One year AS, two year A Level

Entry Requirements
AS: Our standard requirement. It would be 
useful, but not essential to have a GCSE grade 
C or above in Science. A Level: Students 
successfully completing AS Environmental 
Science will be able (subject to demand) 
to continue with the A Level component. 
Successful completion of both components will 
achieve a full A Level. This subject combines 
especially well with Geography, Biology, Geology.

Study
AS: 	 Two units are studied: 
Unit 1:	 The Living Environment 
Unit 2:	 The Physical Environment
A Level:  	Two units: 
Unit 3: 	 Energy Resources and Environmental 	
	 Pollution 
Unit 4: 	 Biological Resources and 	 	
	 Sustainability.

GEOGRAPHY AS AND A2  

Duration
One year AS, two years A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). Grade C 
in English Language is recommended but not 
essential.

Study
AS: Unit 1:  Two Physical Geography topics are 
covered: Rivers, Floods and Management and 
Coastal Environments and two human topics: 
Population Change and Energy Issues.

Unit 2: Geographical Skills; investigative, 
cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills. 
These will be taught both in the classroom and 
on outside fieldwork days.
A Level: Unit 3: Contemporary Geographical 
Issues. This will cover two physical and two 
human issues: Plate Tectonics and Associated 
Hazards; Weather and Climate and Associated 
Hazards; Contemporary Challenges and 
Conflicts; Development and Globalisation.
Unit 4: Geographical Fieldwork Investigation or 
Issue Evaluation. Students carry out their own 
personal, fieldwork investigation or prepare for 
a pre-release topic assessment.

GEOLOGY AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS a further year to complete A 
Level.

Entry Requirements
You should have the general entry 
requirements for Level 3 courses, including 
grades CC or above in GCSE Science (or 
BTEC equivalent) and GCSE grade C or above 
in English Language. No previous study of 
Geology or Geography is required.

Study
AS involves studying three units: 
Foundation Geology: The structure of the 
Earth, the Earths energy sources, Plate 
Tectonics, Fossils and Geological Time. 
Investigative Geology: Using specimens, 
photographs, geological maps experiments 
and fieldwork. Geology and the Human 
Environment: Geologic hazards, for example, 
earthquakes and volcanoes. Problems of waste 
disposal, water supply and mining. The geology 
of tunnels, dams and roads.
A Level: Geological Investigation: Students 
will carry out a variety of practical exercises 



4242 involving both fieldwork and laboratory work. 
Geological Themes including: Plate Tectonics and 
the Geological Evolution of Britain. In the latter, 
students look at the evidence for Britain once 
being located near the South Pole and then 
drifting northwards to its present position.
Interpreting the geological record: This includes 
topics like why do we get mass extinctions in 
the fossil record. Rock forming processes: How 
do all the different rocks form and what can 
they tell us about the past?

WORLD DEVELOPMENT AS 
AND A2  

Duration
One year AS, two year A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement, with a minimum 
of a C in English and Maths recommended. 
In addition, you need to be interested in the 
world around you; in communities in your 
own and distant countries; in peoples cultures; 
in global issues which affect people and most 
important of all you need to have a sense of 
empathy and justice.

Study
The AS course covers two main areas: 
Module 1 which studies Development, People 
and Environment. Module 2 deals with Poverty 
and Inequality, using material drawn from 
around the world including the UK. 
The A Level course studies five development 
themes: Perspectives of Development; 
Economic Development; Political Development; 
Social Development; and Environment and 
Development. Students will study three of 
these themes in depth and the remaining two 
for a broader understanding.



Name: Sarah MacKitchan  Age: 22
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Lewes 6th Form College

Studying: World Development, Psychology, Sociology

“I chose to study at Park College because I couldn’t find the World Development course offered at any other  
college, and with Sussex Downs College you can learn subjects you really have a passion for.” 



We offer a wide range of courses in English. 	
By studying one of these courses, you will develop 

your reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. You 
will also learn how to make a close analysis of style in 
order to gain an informed understanding of the ways 
in which writers use language to convey meaning and 
shape readers responses. Classes often involve lively 

discussions and will help you develop confidence 
about speaking in public. Written work is carefully 

marked to help you improve your grasp of structure, 
accuracy and expression. Our aim is to encourage active 
participation, develop students’ interest in their subject 
and equip them to learn independently as a preparation 

for university study or employment. These subjects 
combine well with a wide range of others and are useful 

qualifications for a large number of careers such as 
journalism, public relations, law, media and teaching. 

ENGLISH



4545ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement, but including GCSE 
English Language at grade C or above and a 
grade C at GCSE English Literature if taken.

Study
You will study a range of spoken and written 
texts including novels, poetry and drama as 
well as non-literary texts. You will also look 
at some of the key components of language 
and how they function to create meaning in 
spoken and written English. You will engage in 
some analytical and creative approaches to the 
critical study of texts from different times.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AS	
AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement, but including 
English Language GCSE at grade C or above.

Study
In the first year, you will study a range of 
spoken and written forms of English from a 
linguistic point of view. This includes the study 
of grammar, phonology and semantics. We also 
study the use of language in different social 
contexts, as well as how it has changed over 
time. There is opportunity to develop your 
own creative and journalistic writing in the 
coursework unit. In the second year you will 
look at how children acquire language, consider 
English as a language used across the world, 

and conduct your own investigation into an 
area of language use you choose.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE 

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
A grade D in GCSE English. November re-sit 
option is not offered by Park.

Study
The course focuses on developing key skills 
for effective writing and communication. There 
will be a clear and intensive focus on writing to 
explore, inform, entertain and persuade. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE AS	
AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), including 
GCSE English Language at grade C or above and 
GCSE English Literature at grade C if taken.

Study
You will study a range of novels, poetry and 
drama, including Shakespeare, from different 
periods. You will be encouraged to develop 
your enjoyment and understanding of literature 
by reading widely and investigating and applying 
critical literary analysis. The course will help 
you to understand how writers use and adapt 
language, form and structure in texts and how 
different texts are interpreted differently by 
different readers. The significance and influence 
of context in which texts are written and 
received is also explored. 



Foundation Learning at Sussex Downs College offers 
personalised programmes at Level 1 which address skills 

gaps whilst challenging learners to achieve their potential.  
Learners benefit from a meaningful, destination led 

programme which prepares them for Level 2 learning, 
employment, apprenticeships, and independent living.  

Foundation Learning programmes combine vocational/
employability programmes with Functional Skills and 

personal and social development qualifications to allow 
learners to develop the skills needed for their next steps. 

We support our programmes through ensuring that 
students are in small groups and receive additional 

support as appropriate, experience a wide enrichment 
programme, and benefit from a wraparound tutorial 

programme.  We currently offer Level 1 vocational 
programmes in Health and Social Care, Business, Sport/

Public Services, please contact these curriculum areas for 
more information. 

FOUNDATION
LEARNING



4747EXPLORER PLUS  

Duration
One year full-time.

Entry Requirements
Each individual‘s programme will be 
determined by what you have studied and 
achieved already. You will need to have some 
GCSEs, with at least D or E grades to do a 
BTEC Extended Certificate with GCSEs and/
or Functional Skills. To do a programme of just 
GCSEs you will need three C grades in at least 
two subjects. Students will also be interviewed 
who have successfully completed the Explorer 
course and / or completed  a Level 2 course. 
Students need the motivation to succeed and 
progress to an Advanced Level Programme.

Study
The Explorer Plus course offers a mixture of 
GCSEs and BTEC Extended Certificates (two 
GCSE equivalent), also Functional Skills where 
necessary.

I-PROJECT 

Duration
The programme length can vary from 22 weeks 
to 36 weeks. However, all learners will study 
the recommended 450 guided learning hours.

Entry Requirements
The learner must be aged between 16 and 18 
but does not need any qualifications prior to 
starting the programme.

Study
The I-Project is a cross college programme: 
1. Eastbourne, Hailsham and Wealden 
2. Lewes and Newhaven.
There will be 3 projects running in each 
area which should complement each other 
therefore allowing a young person to move 

flexibly within the provision based upon their 
learning needs and personalised learning plan. 
Each project will comprise of a 2-4 week 
induction period where the young persons 
academic and social needs will be assessed 
before they chose which programme to access. 
They will be able to receive accreditation for 
the induction period selecting from a range 
of core units. Subsequently, they will progress 
onto the main programme and work towards 
either a Level 1 Award, Certificate or Diploma. 
In addition a learner will follow Functional 
Skills courses in English, maths and ICT and will 
have the opportunity to sit the relevant test 
before they progress.
 

-projectiinspiring achievement



With our highly qualified and expert staff and 
friendly and enjoyable learning styles and the 

opportunity to develop new and exciting ideas, it is 
no surprise that so many students choose to include 
at least one Humanities subject in their programme 

of studies. Whether in History, Religious
Studies or Philosophy, exploring ancient minds in 

Classical Civilisation or how we work together in 
today communities in Government and Politics, the

Humanities team will introduce you to new and 
unexpected worlds of possibility.

HUMANITIES



4949CLASSICAL CIVILISATION AS 
AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level.

Entry Requirements
Standard entry requirements for AS Levels.

Study
The study of Cicero, Homer, Sophocles, 
Euripides and Plato covers aspects of Roman 
History and Greek Drama, Philosophy and Epic 
Poetry.

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level.

Entry Requirements
Standard entry requirements for AS Levels 
including English GCSE grade C or above.

Study
The ideas and debates that have shaped 
political institutions, policies and issues. At AS 
Level, study involves examining how people 
participate in the British political process and 
the key institutions of the UK and the EU. At 
A2 the USA is studied and comparisons are 
made between their political processes and 
institutions, and Britain. The course provides a 
broad-based background in political theory and 
practice and will develop skills in analysing and 
evaluating the current political scene.

HISTORY AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a second year to 
complete A Level.

Entry Requirements
Grade C in English in addition to the standard 
entry requirements.

Study
Two history courses are offered: Either 15th & 
16th century history or 19th & 20th century 
history. The 19th & 20th Century history 
course explores contrasting themes from 
British, European and world history. The 15th 
& 16th century history course includes British 
and European topics.

PHILOSOPHY AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Standard college entry requirements for A 
Level courses, including GCSE English Language 
at grade C or above. No previous experience 
of philosophy is required but it should be 
understood that philosophy is a highly abstract, 
ideas based course, so an interest in abstract 
thinking is essential.

Study
AS students will study two units: 
An Introduction to Philosophy 1: Reason 
and Experience plus either: Why should I be 
governed, Why should I be moral or the idea of 
God Persons.
An Introduction to Philosophy 2: (Two from 
the following): Knowledge of the external 
world, Tolerance The value of art, God and the 



5050 world or Free will and determinism.
A2 students will study two units:
Key Themes in Philosophy 3: Philosophy of 
mind, Political philosophy, Epistemology and 
metaphysics or Philosophical problems. 
Key Themes in Philosophy 4: A text from either: 
Hume, Plato, Mill, Descartes or Nietzsche.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES AS AND A2  
 

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). In addition a 
grade C or above in GCSE English is desirable. 
No previous knowledge of Religious Studies 
is necessary but if you have taken Religious 
Studies at GCSE, a grade C or above is 
required. It is important to appreciate that 
Religious Studies is an ideas based course, so 
an interest in abstract thinking is essential.

Study
The course will allow you to develop a 
philosophical and critical approach to some key 
aspects of religious thought, whilst encouraging 
you to engage with a variety of religions and 
cultures. 



Name: Kerry Barton  Age: 17
Home town: Hailsham

Previous School: Lewes Old Grammar School

Studying: AS Level: History, Politics, Economics, Law,  
Extended Project Qualification 

“I want to go to university, and then go into politics. I have joined the debating group at College, and the teachers 
are very helpful and encourage you to achieve your best.”



Technology is crucial to the future development of 
our society and can provide a highly rewarding career 

path. We offer a range of courses dealing with some of 
the most exciting aspects of new technology.

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY



5353COMPUTING AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete the A2 for the full A Level.

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). However, 
a grade C (or equivalent) in GCSE English 
Language and Mathematics is required. It is not 
necessary to have taken IT or Computing at 
GCSE but basic typing skills and familiarity with 
using a PC would be beneficial.

Study
Aimed at those who want to understand how 
computer systems operate this course spends 
around two thirds of the time undertaking 
practical work. You will learn to program, using 
the widely used language Java and undertake a 
number of programming tasks from business 
applications through to graphics and animation. 
The theoretical side looks at how computer 
systems (hardware and software) work, 
how computer systems are used and the 
developments within computing.

ICT BTEC CERTIFICATE  

Duration
This is a one year course equivalent in study 
to one AS so would form part of a full time 
programme of study.

Entry Requirements
Standard A Level entry including English at 
grade C.

Study
This course is designed to improve your 
awareness of the ICT industry and to 
develop skills in using ICT systems. There are 

two mandatory units: Communication and 
Employability Skills for IT where you look 
at communication and the personal skills of 
people who work in ICT. Computer Systems 
where you will learn to configure; upgrade and 
maintain computer systems. There is also an 
optional unit which might cover topics such as 
database, animation, spreadsheet modelling.

ICT BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE  

Duration
One year. This would be taken along side other 
courses to make a full time programme of 
study.

Entry Requirements
Standard requirements for a Level 2 course.

Study
This is essentially a practical course where you 
will develop skills at using computer systems 
in a business situation. There are four units 
that cover: Communicating with ICT where 
you will explore the range of communication 
technologies. Working in ICT will involve 
identifying the jobs that people who work in 
ICT do. Website development, where you will 
look at website design and develop skills in 
creating and publishing web sites. Graphics will 
explore the different types of graphics that are 
available and how they are created and edited.

INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY AS AND A2    

Duration
One year for the AS award and two years for 
the A Level.



5454 Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). However, 
a grade C (or equivalent) in GCSE English 
Language and Mathematics is required. It is not 
necessary to have taken IT GCSE.

Study
In the first (AS) year you will be introduced 
to a wide variety of computer packages. This 
will involve image, sound and movie editing, 
document and presentation production. 
You will also use a variety of standard office 
software such as spreadsheets and databases. 
You will learn to analyse problems, design 
models, make, test and evaluate solutions using 
computers to model a number of different 
situations. The practical work will be put into 
context of the capabilities and limitations of 
ICT systems.  You will learn about the impact 
of ICT in the home, organisations and society 
and how it is used to help organisations 
function. In the second (A2) year you will 
extend your knowledge of the management, 
impact and consequences of using ICT within 
organisations. The practical work will involve 
the solving of a real world problem using the 
advanced features of a database.



Name: Adam Whiteman  Age: 17
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Bishop Bell CE School

Studying: ICT, Law, Psychology
“I chose to study at Sussex Downs College because I wanted to further my education, and my friends were coming 

here. I want to become a police office, but maybe take a year out first and travel the world.”



Exciting opportunities exist to live and work	
abroad if you can communicate well in other 

languages. Our foreign language courses will develop 
your ability to succeed in your chosen language. They 

will also help you to understand authentic written and 
spoken material.

LANGUAGES



5757MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES CHINESE NVQ 
(ENRICHMENT) 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
None.

Study
This is an enrichment course which will give 
you the opportunity to achieve a Level 1 NVQ 
in speaking and listening. You will learn practical 
language which will help you on a business trip 
or holiday to China. 

MODERN LANGUAGES FOR 
BUSINESS NVQ SPANISH  

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
This course in Spanish is for complete beginners 
but also for students who may have studied a 
language in the past and would like to pick it up 
again.

Study
You will learn the basic language to work with 
Spanish speakers and survive in Spain on a 
business trip or holiday. Topics include booking 
into a hotel, shopping, telephone calls and 
ordering a meal.

MODERN LANGUAGES SPANISH 
GCSE  

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
You should have five GCSEs grade C or above 
or a grade D in GSCE Spanish. We assume no 
previous knowledge of the language but you 
will need to be 100% committed to the course 
because it is very intensive.

Study
This intensive course will concentrate on 
developing your skills in speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. This will be achieved by a 
variety of methods such as listening activities, 
role-plays, games, IT and the use of authentic 
materials. You will learn the type of language 
you would need when visiting the foreign 
country or when meeting a native speaker 
here. The course will cover a whole range of 
topics such as holidays, leisure, studies, food 
and drink or media and culture.

MODERN LANGUAGES SPANISH 
AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2.

Entry Requirements
You should have our standard requirement of 
five GCSEs at grade C or above (or equivalent) 
including a grade B in the target language. If you 
are bilingual or have lived in the target language 
country please consult the course leader.

Study
The course will help you further develop your 
language skills and get to know the countries 
where the language is spoken in more depth.



5858 MODERN LANGUAGES FRENCH 
AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2.

Entry Requirements
You should have our standard requirement of 
five GCSEs at grade C or above (or equivalent) 
including a grade B in the target language. If you 
are bilingual or have lived in the target language 
country please consult the course leader.

Study
The course will help you further develop your 
language skills and get to know the countries 
where the language is spoken in more depth.



Name: Ashley Holloway  Age: 17
Home town: Hastings

Previous School: Claverham Community College

Studying: French, History, World Development, AS Physics

“I liked the atmosphere of the College, it has a good reputation and good grades. It has a laid back atmosphere, 
and help is there when you need it. There is a peer mentoring scheme which I help out on. If a student has a 

problem they can come and talk to one of us. I think it’s a great idea.”



Exciting musical opportunities are offered at 	
Park College, so for those of you who have the 

musical bug this is the place to study, with amazing 
studios and passionate and professional staff you will 

definitely hit the right note!

MUSIC



6161MUSIC BTEC DIPLOMA 

Duration
One year, full-time.

Entry Requirements
BTEC asks for four GCSEs at grade D, 
including English (or equivalent qualifications) 
or relevant experience in the case of mature 
students. This programme of study is designed 
for those interested in pursuing a career in 
music but who don’t have the minimum entry 
requirements for a National Programme.

Study
This one year course will provide a broad 
foundation of study in recording (including 
microphones and mixing); MIDI (including 
sequencing), music business (including 
copyright and contracts) and performance.

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY BTEC 
EXTENDED DIPLOMA  

Duration
Two years, full time for 19+ students, also 
suggested for 18 year olds interested in a two 
year course.

Entry Requirements
This programme appeals to a wide range of 
students of different ages, experience and 
educational background. BTEC requires four 
GCSEs at grade C or above (including English 
Language or Literature). There are no formal 
entry requirements for mature students 
(19 years and above) but they will need to 
demonstrate appropriate musical experience. 
Entry for First Diploma in Music students is 
dependent on an overall merit grade.

Study
The BTEC Extended Diploma is equivalent to 
three A Levels. This two-year programme is 
designed to prepare you for employment in the 
Music Industry, self-employment or for Higher 
Education.

MUSIC BTEC NATIONAL 
PROGRAMME 

Duration
Two years, full time. The first year comprises a 
BTEC Level 3 Certificate in Music (equivalent 
to one AS) and a Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in 
Music Technology (equivalent to one A Level).
The second year comprises a Level 3 Diploma 
in Music (equivalent to two A Level).

Entry Requirements
This programme appeals to a wide range of 
students of different ages, experience and 
educational background. BTEC requires four 
GCSEs at grade C or above (including English 
Language or Literature). There are no formal 
entry requirements for mature students 
(19 years and above) but they will need to 
demonstrate appropriate musical experience. 
Entry for First Diploma in Music students is 
dependent on an overall merit grade.

Study
The National Programme is equivalent to three 
A Levels and one AS. This two-year programme 
is designed to prepare you for employment 
in the Music Industry, self-employment or for 
Higher Education.



6262 MUSIC TECHNOLOGY AS	
AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete the A2.

Entry Requirements
The ability to sing or play an instrument is 
necessary for this course. The ability to read 
standard staff notation would be advantageous, 
as would a good working knowledge of music 
theory. Students will need to have achieved 
4 grade Cs at GCSE, to include English or 
equivalent. Candidates may be considered on 
individual merit. A written diagnostic exercise, 
incorporating some music theory, will form 
part of the interview process.

Study
This course provides students with the 
opportunity to develop their skills and their 
knowledge relating to recording, sequencing 
and composing as well as musical history and 
musical analysis. Teaching AS/A2 Music through 
practical involvement is central to our ethos 
and the qualification. There are two units to 
be covered on both the AS and A2. In each 
year there is a unit based on sequencing and 
recording skills and a unit based on listening 
to and analysing different genres of music. All 
projects are externally moderated.



Name: Siavash Khazaei  Age: 20
Home town: Eastbourne

Previous School: Ratton School

Studying: Music Technology

“I enjoy the studio work in this course and also find the business side very interesting. I am also looking forward 
to the big project at the end of this year, where we perform in front of hundreds of people.”



The Performing Arts area is a busy and exciting 
environment where you are able to explore the 

challenges that will face you in the 21st century. You 
will improve the learning skills that you will need to 

succeed and the staff have an infectious enthusiasm and 
passion for their subject. Choose from a wide range of 

courses from dance to drama. Park College is definitely 
the place to be if you love the performing arts.

PERFORMING
ARTS



6565DANCE AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS Level and a further year to 
complete A Level.

Entry Requirements
Grade C or above in GCSE Dance or 
Grade five in private dance school exams or 
equivalent. This is in addition to the standard 
College entry requirements for the programme 
you have chosen. Grade C or above in Science 
or PE is desirable as there is some anatomy 
and physiology to learn.

Study
This contemporary dance course will help 
you build your practical skills in both dance 
technique and choreography. The course also 
explores notation, anatomy and physiology 
and dance analysis which will provide you 
with a solid understanding of the theory and 
practice of contemporary dance. For students 
interested in a career in dance this course 
works as an excellent companion to any of the 
BTEC Nationals or Drama courses at Park.

DANCE BTEC AWARD  

Duration
This is a 2 year course and is equivalent to a 
whole A Level.

Entry Requirements
Grade C or above in GCSE Dance or Grade 
5 in private dance school exams or equivalent, 
or professional experience. This is in addition 
to the standard College entry requirements for 
the programme you have chosen. 

Study
This course focuses on a practical approach 
to Dance and allows students to develop 
performance skills and organisational abilities. 

Practical work is a central feature of this 
course, and students will be expected to 
participate fully in all relevant performance 
activities, trips and relevant written work. This 
course consists of six units and is equivalent to 
one A Level (AS plus A2). Students will study 
compulsory Core Units in Performing to an 
Audience and Dance Appreciation. Further 
units will include Jazz Dance, Urban Dance and 
Contemporary Dance.

DANCE GCSE 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
College entry requirements for a Level 2 
course are four grade A-D GCSEs in more 
than two subjects. The motivation to succeed 
and progress to an Advanced Level Programme.

Study
Students are given the opportunity to explore 
many aspects of dance. You will study aspects of 
choreography, performance and dance theory. 
You will need to complete GCSE Dance before 
moving on to the AS/A Level programme. 
Contextual studies are also vitally important 
for students on this course.

DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 
AS AND A2 

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A Level.

Entry Requirements
A-C in English or Drama. This is in addition to 
the standard College entry requirements for 
the programme you have chosen.



6666 Study
The course will help you develop your 
performance and textual analysis skills.

PERFORMING ARTS BTEC 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN 
PERFORMANCE 

Duration
One year course, equivalent to two GCSEs.

Entry Requirements
You will need to meet the standard College 
entry requirements for a Level 2 programme. 
You will also need to provide evidence of your 
abilities, and demonstrate an enthusiasm and 
interest in the Performing Arts.

Study
The course is designed to be as practical as 
possible and is delivered through workshops, 
rehearsal and performance. 

PERFORMING ARTS BTEC 
DIPLOMA IN ACTING  

Duration
This course lasts for two years and at the end 
is equivalent to two whole A Levels. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs 
at grade C or above, along with evidence 
of previous performance experience and a 
passion for theatre. It is not necessary to have 
studied GCSE Drama, but if you have you 
should have achieved grade C or above.

Study
You will study 12 units over two years, which 
will focus on the development of acting 
skills, vocal skills and movement skills. You 
will also explore a range of different theatre/
performance styles through projects leading 
to public performance. Students will be 
encouraged to take control of artistic decisions 
as the course progresses. The intention is to 
develop the students professional skills and 
then to give the opportunity for the students 
to explore their own artistic creativity. 

PERFORMING ARTS BTEC 
SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA IN 
MUSICAL THEATRE  

Duration
This is a two year course and is equivalent to a 
whole A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), along with 
evidence of previous performance experience 
and a passion for Performing Arts. It is not 
necessary to have studied drama, music or 
dance at GCSE previously, but if you have you 
should have achieved grade C or above.

Study
This course enables students to develop 
performance skills and organisational abilities 
within Performing Arts. Students will study 
Acting, Singing and Dance, with their major 
pathway being Musical Theatre.



Name: Sian Storoszke  Age: 17
Home town: Bexhill

Previous School: Bexhill High School

Studying: Performing Arts, Dance, Musical Theatre

“I really enjoyed taking part in our Performing Arts pantomime. I was cast as ‘Tinkerbell’.”



6868 PERFORMING ARTS BTEC 
SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA IN STAGE 
MANAGEMENT  

Duration
This is a two year course and is equivalent to a 
whole A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), along with 
evidence of previous stage management/ 
backstage experience and a passion for 
Performing Arts. It is not necessary for you 
to have studied stage management/backstage 
work at GCSE previously, but if you have you 
should have achieved a grade C or above.

Study
This course enables students to progress 
towards a career in Stage Management, 
Stage Design, Lighting, Sound and all areas 
of backstage work. Throughout the course 
you will be involved in performing stage 
management roles on a variety of public 
performances in college, the community and 
professional venues. You will be involved in the 
lighting, sound design, set construction and 
wardrobe of shows, as well as taking a full role 
in all the backstage work that happens on the 
night of the performances. You will share some 
lessons with the National Certificate in Acting, 
working closely with them as one company.



Name: Jodie Brown  Age: 17
Home town: Hampden Park

Previous School: The Eastbourne Academy

Studying: Performing Arts

“Park College gives me a sense of belonging. I have made lots of friends and have really good teachers. Everyone 
is really supportive. My advice is jump right in, as you only live once.”



If you are considering a career in the armed forces 
(Army, Navy or Royal Air Force) or the emergency 

services (Police, Fire or Ambulance) the Prison 
Service, or Customs and Excise then this is the 

programme for you. Our popular Public Services 
programme will prepare you for a career in many 

branches of the uniformed services, giving you 
an understanding of how they operate and the 

opportunities open to you.

PUBLIC
SERVICES



7171PUBLIC SERVICES AND SPORT 
BTEC CERTIFICATE 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade E or above, which should 
include English Language.

Study
This qualification is designed for students aged 
16-17 who want to improve their general 
Level of education but to focus on a career in 
sport or public services. You will participate in 
practical sport sessions which will also include 
fitness, forensic science, map reading and 
working in the gym. You will be invited to join 
an educational visit to participate in a variety of 
outdoor adventurous activities.

PUBLIC SERVICES BTEC 
DIPLOMA 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
To demonstrate an interest in a career in the 
Uniformed Public Services; a commitment 
to personal fitness and outdoor pursuits as 
well as an understanding that there will be 
a manageable amount of academic work. 
Students should have at least four GCSEs at D 
or above, including English Language and Maths. 
An Introductory Diploma in Public Services 
or a relevant Foundation or other Level 1 
qualification at Merit Level.

Study
The course is staffed by ex-public service staff 
with vocational knowledge and experience. 

Students will study six units during the course. 
Units studied provide a balance of Practical 
subjects such as physical education and 
outdoor activities, vocational subjects such as 
public service skills and theoretical subjects 
such as law.

PUBLIC SERVICES BTEC 
DIPLOMA 

Duration
Two years.

Entry Requirements
4 GCSEs at C grade and above including 
English Language or have achieved a BTEC 
Level 2 Diploma to at least Merit Level. You 
should be able to demonstrate an interest 
in a career in the Uniformed Public Services. 
This is an academic course that also requires a 
commitment to personal fitness and outdoor 
pursuits. You should also be prepared to take 
advantage of the Guest Speaker programme. 
Mature students will be considered on the 
basis of experience and qualification.

Study
The Public Services BTEC Level 3 Diploma 
prepares for entry to and career progression in 
a range of services including the Armed Forces, 
Police and Emergency and Rescue Services. 
Students will study at least 10 modules during 
the course including physical training and 
outdoor activities. In addition there are a 
number of theoretical units which provide 
background knowledge. During the course 
students will be required to participate in 
visits to workplaces, residential and expedition 
training which involve overnight stays.



7272 PUBLIC SERVICES BTEC 
EXTENDED DIPLOMA 

Duration 
Two years.

Entry Requirements
4 GCSEs at C grade and above including 
English Language or have achieved a BTEC 
Level 2 Diploma to at least Merit Level. You 
should be able to demonstrate an interest 
in a career in the Uniformed Public Services. 
This is an academic course that also requires a 
commitment to personal fitness and outdoor 
pursuits. You should also be prepared to take 
advantage of the Guest Speaker programme. 
Mature students will be considered on the 
basis of experience and qualification.

Study
The Public Services BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma prepares for entry to and career 
progression in a range of services including 
the Armed Forces, Police and Emergency and 
Rescue Services. Students will study at least 15 
modules during the course including physical 
training and outdoor activities. In addition there 
are a number of theoretical units which provide 
background knowledge. During the course 
students will be required to participate in 
visits to workplaces, residential and expedition 
training which involve overnight stays.

PUBLIC SERVICES BTEC 
SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA 

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
4 GCSEs at C grade and above including 
English Language or have achieved a BTEC 
Level 2 Diploma to at least Merit Level. You 

should be able to demonstrate an interest 
in a career in the Uniformed Public Services. 
This is an academic course that also requires a 
commitment to personal fitness and outdoor 
pursuits. You should also be prepared to take 
advantage of the Guest Speaker programme. 
Mature students will be considered on the 
basis of experience and qualification.

Study
The BTEC National Diploma in Uniformed 
Public Services prepares for entry to and 
career progression in a range of services 
including the Armed Forces, Police and 
Emergency and Rescue Services. Students 
will study at least 6 modules during the 
course including physical training and outdoor 
activities. In addition there are a number of 
theoretical units which provide background 
knowledge. During the course students will be 
required to participate in visits to workplaces, 
residential and expedition training which 
involve overnight stays.



Name: Michaela Macey  Age: 18
Home town: Seaford

Previous School: Seaford Head Community College

Studying: Public and Uniformed Services

  “The College has good lecturers. Eventually I would like to join the Navy.” 



We offer one of the widest ranges of advanced Level 
science programmes in the region. Excellent facilities 

combined with quality teaching make us a natural 
choice for any student wishing to pursue a career 

related to the sciences. Mathematics plays a vital 
role in science, technology, finance and management 
services. Those students who possess the analytical 

and numerical skills required for advanced Level 
courses (and beyond) are in demand in all walks of 

industry and academia.

SCIENCE AND 
MATHEMATICS



7575BIOLOGY AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for the AS followed by a further year 
to complete the A Level. 

Entry Requirements
You will need to have achieved the following: 
Grade BB in Double Science GCSE or Grade 
B in Biology and Chemistry GCSE; Grade C 
in Mathematics and English Language GCSE. 
Vocational qualifications, such as those with 
applied units are not acceptable. This is 
in addition to the standard College entry 
requirements for the programme you have 
chosen. 

Study
AS comprises three units. The first two units 
cover Biology and Disease and The Variety of 
Living Organisms. The course takes a practical 
and investigative skills centre assessed unit. 	
A Level also comprises three units. Populations 
and the Environment and Control in Cells and 
Organisms. This course take a practical and 
investigative skills centre assessed unit.

CHEMISTRY AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
For entry to AS, students should have a science 
GCSE (Double Certificate) at Grade BB (or 
above), or a Grade B (or above) in chemistry 
GCSE. Also we would expect a mathematics 
GCSE at Grade B, or above. Vocational 
qualifications, such as those with applied 
units are not acceptable. You will need to be 
willing to work hard and learn essential facts 
and principles. For entry to A2, the successful 
completion of AS is a requirement.

Study
You will have already studied the subject as 
part of your GCSE course; the AS and later the 
A2 follow on from the GCSE in greater depth 
and detail. 

MATHEMATICS (FURTHER) AS 
AND A2  

Duration
You can do one of two programmes: A Level 
Maths in a year OR A Level Maths and Further 
Maths which takes two years and gives you two 
A Levels.

Entry Requirements
Maths GCSE grade A or A* (in addition to 
the normal entry requirements for a Level 3 
programme).

Study
Year one: Core Maths 1, 2, 3 and 4, Statistics 
1 and Mechanics 1. Year two: For AS Further 
maths you would study Further Pure 1, 
Decision 1 and Mechanics 2. 
For A2 Further maths you study three units 
from; Decision 2, Statistics 2, Mechanics 3, 
Mechanics 4, Further Pure 2 and Further Pure 
3. There is no coursework.

MATHEMATICS AS AND A2  

Duration
Most people take one year to achieve AS 
Mathematics: A Level Maths requires a further 
year in which you take the A2 units. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). We would 
generally advise that students should have 



7676 GCSE Mathematics at grade B or above, 
however, in exceptional circumstances this 
might be an appropriate course for students 
with a grade C.

Study
Each year you will take two units of Core 
Maths and one unit of Applied Maths chosen 
from Mechanics, Statistics and Decision Maths

MATHEMATICS GCSE  

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
Normally a grade D at GCSE Mathematics, but 
this is not always essential.

Study
The course covers Number, Handling Data, 
Algebra, Shape, Space, and Measures. We follow 
the Edexcel syllabus (the same as most of our 
Partner Schools). Most students who take 
the course are aiming to achieve a C grade 
and lessons are tailored to that aim. You will 
concentrate on practising past paper questions 
and gaining confidence.

PHYSICS AS AND A2  

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A2. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement of five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent). In addition, 
a GCSE double certificate in Double Science, 
grade B or above or Physics GCSE grade B or 
above. Vocational qualifications, such as those 

with applied units are not acceptable. You	
must also have a Mathematics GCSE grade B 
or above.

Study
AS: Two modules covering basic concepts such 
as forces, energy, electric circuits, waves and 
Quantum Physics. Parts of the course consider 
how physics is applied in such topics as car 
safety, properties of materials and modern 
communication techniques. 	
A2: Two modules: The first module covers 
a wide range of physics topics including 
Newton’s laws and momentum, oscillations 
and Thermal Physics. The second module is 
Fields, Particles and Frontiers of Physics which 
includes topics such as Electric and magnetic 
fields, Nuclear Physics, Medical imaging and 
Modelling the Universe.

PSYCHOLOGY AS AND A2   

Duration
One year for AS and a further year to 
complete A Level. 

Entry Requirements
Our standard requirement is five GCSEs at 
grade C or above (or equivalent), but including 
GCSE Mathematics, Science and English. 

Study
In the first year (AS Level) we focus 
on understanding the methods used by 
psychologists. Students will be familiarised 
with four techniques for collecting/analysing 
data: self-report, experiment, observation and 
correlation. 



Name: Matt Corner  Age: 18
Home town: Stone Cross

Previous School: Willingdon Community School

Studying: Maths, Law, Late History, Extended Project  
Qualification 

“The College has an excellent academic reputation. I am the treasurer for the Student Executive, and president of 
the Debating Society and a peer mentor.” 
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Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
This course is open to those with a genuine 
interest in the subject and an aptitude for 
Science. Our current entry requirements 
are D grades in GCSE English, Maths and 
Science (or equivalent) but each prospective 
student will be considered based on individual 
circumstances. 

Study
You will study some of the different reasons 
psychologists give to explain why people 
behave in particular ways. You will learn how to 
take a questioning approach to psychological 
research which uses scientific methodology. 
There are a number of topic areas covered 
including: Memory, Phobias, Gender, and Social 
Influence and Non Verbal communication.

SCIENCE (APPLIED) BTEC 
SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA  

Duration
One or two years

Entry Requirements
Students must have a minimum of four GCSEs 
at grade C or above, including Maths and 
Double Science, or a Merit in BTEC First 
Diploma in Applied Science. Other equivalent 
qualifications will be considered.

Study
The course consists of six units of study taken 
over two years. All students will study the units 
fundamentals of science, working in the science 
industry and scientific practical techniques. In 

addition, specialist units will be taken in Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics.

SCIENCE (APPLIED) BTEC 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE   

Duration
One year.

Entry Requirements
You will need to meet the standard College 
entry requirements for a Level 2 programme 
i.e. a minimum of four GCSEs at grade D or 
above, which must include English Language.

Study
There are three core units to this certificate: 
Chemistry Applications, Physical Science 
Applications and Biological Systems. The 
qualification offers an approach based on the 
learner taking on the role of being employed 
within the science industry. Teaching strategies 
reflect the nature of the work within science–
based industries, using a series of assignments 
and activities encouraging learners to take 
responsibility and ownership for their learning. 

SCIENCE (APPLIED) BTEC 
DIPLOMA 

Duration
Two years.

Entry Requirements
Students must have a minimum of four GCSEs 
at grade C or above, including Maths and 
Double Science, or a Merit in BTEC First 
Diploma in Applied Science. Other equivalent 
qualifications will be considered.
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The course consists of 12 units of study taken 
over two years. This includes six core units, the 
fundamentals of Science, working in the science 
industry, scientific investigation, scientific 
practical techniques, perceptions of science, 
using mathematical tools in science. Depending 
on the 6 specialist units taken, the qualification 
can result in either Applied Science, Forensic 
Science, or Medical Science.

SCIENCE IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
GCSE  

Duration
One year. 

Entry Requirements
No grade requirement for Core Science GCSE 
(offered at foundation Level). For Additional 
Science GCSE (offered at higher Level), 
students should have gained C/D already at 
Additional Science GCSE. Grade C at Maths 
GCSE would be very useful for both courses 
as there is some maths content within each 
course.

Study
There are two strands to the Core Science 
course: Key Science Explanations includes 
germ theory of disease, principles of chemical 
change, the earth and the solar system. Ideas 
about science provide an understanding of 
the nature of science. The Additional Science 
course is more academic and covers a range of 
standard GCSE science topics.



Sociologists study human behaviour and how 
the culture of a society is learned from different 

perspectives. Sociologists explore types of society and 
social constructs including the family, religion, the class 

system and education.

SOCIAL	
SCIENCES




